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(1) SALES, ETC.—The amendments made by
this section shall apply to sales and uses on
or after the first day of the first month
which begins more than 4 weeks after the
date of the enactment of this Act.

(2) DELIVERIES.—For purposes of paragraph
(1) and section 4131 of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986, in the case of sales on or before
the effective date described in such para-
graph for which delivery is made after such
date, the delivery date shall be considered
the sale date.

SEC. 202. ADDITION OF VACCINES AGAINST IN-
FLUENZA TO LIST OF TAXABLE VAC-
CINES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 4132(a)(1) (defin-
ing taxable vaccine), as amended by this Act,
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subparagraph:

‘“(N) Any trivalent vaccine against influ-
enza.”’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—

(1) SALES, ETC.—The amendment made by
this section shall apply to sales and uses on
or after the later of—

(A) the first day of the first month which
begins more than 4 weeks after the date of
the enactment of this Act, or

(B) the date on which the Secretary of
Health and Human Services lists any vaccine
against influenza for purposes of compensa-
tion for any vaccine-related injury or death
through the Vaccine Injury Compensation
Trust Fund.

(2) DELIVERIES.—For purposes of paragraph
(1) and section 4131 of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986, in the case of sales on or before
the effective date described in such para-
graph for which delivery is made after such
date, the delivery date shall be considered
the sale date.

SEC. 203. EXTENSION OF TRANSFERS OF EXCESS
PENSION ASSETS TO RETIREE
HEALTH ACCOUNTS.

(a) AMENDMENT OF INTERNAL REVENUE CODE
OF 1986.—Paragraph (5) of section 420(b) (re-
lating to expiration) is amended by striking
“December 31, 2005 and inserting ‘‘Decem-
ber 31, 2013".

(b) AMENDMENTS OF ERISA.—

(1) Section 101(e)(3) of the Employee Re-
tirement Income Security Act of 1974 (29
U.S.C. 1021(e)(3)) is amended by striking
“Tax Relief Extension Act of 1999 and in-
serting ‘‘Tax Relief Extension Act of 2003".

(2) Section 403(c)(1) of such Act (29 U.S.C.
1103(c)(1)) is amended by striking ‘‘Tax Relief
Extension Act of 1999 and inserting ‘‘Tax
Relief Extension Act of 2003".

(3) Paragraph (13) of section 408(b) of such
Act (29 U.S.C. 1108(b)(3)) is amended—

(A) by striking ‘“‘January 1, 2006’ and in-
serting ‘‘January 1, 2014, and

(B) by striking ‘‘Tax Relief Extension Act
of 1999 and inserting ‘‘Tax Relief Extension
Act of 2003,

SEC. 204. EXTENSION OF IRS USER FEES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 7528(c) (relating
to termination) is amended by striking ‘‘De-
cember 31, 2004’ and inserting ‘‘December 31,
2011,

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to requests
after the date of the enactment of this Act.

By Mrs. DOLE:

S.J. Res. 25. A joint resolution pro-
posing an amendment to the Constitu-
tion of the United States relative to
the line item veto; to the Committee
on the Judiciary.

Mrs. DOLE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.
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There being no objection, the joint
resolution was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. J. RES. 25

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled (two-thirds of each House
concurring therein), That the following article
is proposed as an amendment to the Con-
stitution of the United States, which shall be
valid to all intents and purposes as part of
the Constitution when ratified by the legis-
latures of three-fourths of the several States
within seven years after the date of its sub-
mission by the Congress:

‘““ARTICLE —

““‘SECTION 1. Congress shall have the power

to enact a line-item veto.”.

———

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED &
PROPOSED

SA 2203. Mr. THOMAS (for Mr. SPECTER
(for himself and Mr. GRAHAM, of Florida))
proposed an amendment to the bill S. 1156, to
amend title 38, United States Code, to im-
prove and enhance the provision of health
care for veterans, to authorize major con-
struction projects and other facilities mat-
ters for the Department of Veterans Affairs,
to enhance and improve authorities relating
to the administration of personnel of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, and for other
purposes.

SA 2204. Mr. THOMAS (for Mr. SPECTER)
proposed an amendment to the bill S. 1156,
supra.

SA 2205. Mr. THOMAS (for Mr. SPECTER
(for himself and Mr. GRAHAM, of Florida))
proposed an amendment to the bill H.R. 2297,
to amend title 38, United States Code, to im-
prove benefits under laws administered by
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, and for
other purposes.

SA 2206. Mr. SPECTER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 671, to amend the Harmonized
Tariff Schedule of the United States to mod-
ify temporarily certain rates of duty, to
make other technical amendments to the
trade laws, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table.

———

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 2203. Mr. THOMAS (for Mr. SPEC-
TER (for himself and Mr. GRAHAM of
Florida)) proposed an amendment to
the bill S. 1156, to amend title 38,
United States Code, to improve and en-
hance the provision of health care for
veterans, to authorize major construc-
tion projects and other facilities mat-
ters for the Department of Veterans
Affairs, to enhance and improve au-
thorities relating to the administra-
tion of personnel of the Department of
Veterans Affairs, and for other pur-
poses; as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘‘Veterans Health Care, Capital Asset,
and Business Improvement Act of 2003".

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.
Sec. 2. References to title 38, United States
Code.
TITLE I-HEALTH CARE AUTHORITIES
AND RELATED MATTERS
Sec. 101. Improved benefits for former pris-
oners of war.
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Provision of health care to vet-
erans who participated in cer-
tain Department of Defense
chemical and biological warfare
testing.

Eligibility for Department of Vet-
erans Affairs health care for
certain Filipino World War II
veterans residing in the United
States.

Enhancement of
services.

Enhanced agreement authority for
provision of nursing home care
and adult day health care in
contract facilities.

Five-year extension of period for
provision of mnoninstitutional
extended-care services and re-
quired nursing home care.

Expansion of Department of Vet-
erans Affairs pilot program on
assisted living for veterans.

108. Improvement of program for provi-
sion of specialized mental
health services to veterans.

TITLE II—CONSTRUCTION AND

FACILITIES MATTERS

Subtitle A—Program Authorities

201. Increase in threshold for major
medical facility construction
projects.

202. Enhancements to
lease authority.

203. Simplification of annual report on
long-range health planning.

Subtitle B—Project Authorizations

211. Authorization of major medical fa-
cility projects.

212. Authorization of major medical fa-
cility leases.

Sec. 213. Advance planning authorizations.

Sec. 214. Authorization of appropriations.

Subtitle C—Capital Asset Realignment for
Enhanced Services Initiative

Sec. 221. Authorization of major construc-
tion projects in connection
with Capital Asset Realignment
Initiative.

Sec. 222. Advance notification of capital
asset realignment actions.

Sec. 223. Sense of Congress and report on ac-
cess to health care for veterans
in rural areas.

Subtitle D—Plans for New Facilities

Sec. 231. Plans for facilities in specified
areas.

Sec. 232. Study and report on feasibility of
coordination of veterans health
care services in South Carolina
with new university medical
center.

Subtitle E—Designation of Facilities

Sec. 241. Designation of Department of Vet-
erans Affairs medical center,
Prescott, Arizona, as the Bob
Stump Department of Veterans
Affairs Medical Center.

Sec. 242. Designation of Department of Vet-
erans Affairs health care facil-
ity, Chicago, Illinois, as the
Jesse Brown Department of
Veterans Affairs Medical Cen-
ter.

Sec. 243. Designation of Department of Vet-
erans Affairs medical center,
Houston, Texas, as the Michael
E. DeBakey Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Medical Center.

Sec. 244. Designation of Department of Vet-
erans Affairs medical center,
Salt Lake City, Utah, as the
George E. Wahlen Department
of Veterans Affairs Medical
Center.

Sec. 102.

Sec. 103.

Sec. 104. rehabilitative

Sec. 105.

Sec. 106.

Sec. 107.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec. enhanced-use

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
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Sec. 245. Designation of Department of Vet-
erans Affairs outpatient clinic,
New London, Connecticut.
Sec. 246. Designation of Department of Vet-
erans Affairs outpatient clinic,
Horsham, Pennsylvania.
TITLE III—PERSONNEL MATTERS

Sec. 301. Modification of certain authorities
on appointment and promotion
of personnel in the Veterans
Health Administration.

302. Appointment of chiropractors in
the Veterans Health Adminis-
tration.

303. Additional pay for Saturday tours
of duty for additional health
care workers in the Veterans
Health Administration.

304. Coverage of employees of Veterans’
Canteen Service under addi-
tional employment laws.

TITLE IV—-OTHER MATTERS

401. Office of Research Oversight in
Veterans Health Administra-
tion.

402. Enhancement of authorities relat-
ing to nonprofit research cor-
porations.

403. Department of Defense participa-
tion in Revolving Supply Fund
purchases.

404. Five-year extension of housing as-
sistance for homeless veterans.

Sec. 405. Report date changes.

SEC. 2. REFERENCES TO TITLE 38, UNITED

STATES CODE.

Except as otherwise expressly provided,
whenever in this Act an amendment or re-
peal is expressed in terms of an amendment
to, or repeal of, a section or other provision,
the reference shall be considered to be made
to a section or other provision of title 38,
United States Code.

TITLE I—HEALTH CARE AUTHORITIES
AND RELATED MATTERS
SEC. 101. IMPROVED BENEFITS FOR FORMER
PRISONERS OF WAR.

(a) OUTPATIENT DENTAL CARE FOR ALL
FORMER  PRISONERS OF WAR.—Section
1712(a)(1)(F) is amended by striking ‘‘and
who was detained or interned for a period of
not less than 90 days’’.

(b) EXEMPTION FROM PHARMACY COPAYMENT
REQUIREMENT.—Section 1722A(a)(3) is amend-
ed—

(1) by striking ‘“‘or” at the end of subpara-
graph (A);

(2) by redesignating subparagraph (B) as
subparagraph (C); and

(3) by inserting after subparagraph (A) the
following new subparagraph (B):

“(B) to a veteran who is a former prisoner
of war; or’’.

SEC. 102. PROVISION OF HEALTH CARE TO VET-
ERANS WHO PARTICIPATED IN CER-
TAIN DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
CHEMICAL AND BIOLOGICAL WAR-
FARE TESTING.

Section 1710(e) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by adding at the end
the following new subparagraph:

‘“(E) Subject to paragraphs (2) and (3), a
veteran who participated in a test conducted
by the Department of Defense Deseret Test
Center as part of a program for chemical and
biological warfare testing from 1962 through
1973 (including the program designated as
‘Project Shipboard Hazard and Defense
(SHAD)’ and related land-based tests) is eli-
gible for hospital care, medical services, and
nursing home care under subsection (a)(2)(F)
for any illness, notwithstanding that there is
insufficient medical evidence to conclude
that such illness is attributable to such test-
ing.”’;

(2) in paragraph (2)(B)—

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
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(i) by striking out ‘‘paragraph (1)(C) or
(1)(D)”” and inserting ‘‘subparagraph (C), (D),
or (E) of paragraph (1)’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘service described in that
paragraph’ and inserting ‘‘service or testing
described in such subparagraph’’; and

(3) in paragraph (3)—

(A) by striking ‘“‘and” at the end of sub-
paragraph (B);

(B) by striking the period at the end of
subparagraph (C) and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

‘(D) in the case of care for a veteran de-
scribed in paragraph (1)(E), after December
31, 2005.”.

SEC. 103. ELIGIBILITY FOR DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS HEALTH CARE FOR
CERTAIN FILIPINO WORLD WAR II
VETERANS RESIDING IN THE
UNITED STATES.

The text of section 1734 is amended to read
as follows:

‘“(a) The Secretary shall furnish hospital
and nursing home care and medical services
to any individual described in subsection (b)
in the same manner, and subject to the same
terms and conditions, as apply to the fur-
nishing of such care and services to individ-
uals who are veterans as defined in section
101(2) of this title. Any disability of an indi-
vidual described in subsection (b) that is a
service-connected disability for purposes of
this subchapter (as provided for under sec-
tion 1735(2) of this title) shall be considered
to be a service-connected disability for pur-
poses of furnishing care and services under
the preceding sentence.

‘““(b) Subsection (a) applies to any indi-
vidual who is a Commonwealth Army vet-
eran or new Philippine Scout and who—

‘(1) is residing in the United States; and

‘“(2) is a citizen of the United States or an
alien lawfully admitted to the United States
for permanent residence.’.

SEC. 104. ENHANCEMENT OF REHABILITATIVE
SERVICES.

(a) REHABILITATIVE SERVICES THROUGH
MEDICAL CARE AUTHORITY.—Section 1701(8) is
amended by striking ‘‘(other than those
types of vocational rehabilitation services
provided under chapter 31 of this title)’’.

(b) EXPANSION OF AUTHORIZED REHABILITA-
TIVE SERVICES.—(1) Section 1718 is amended—

(A) by redesignating subsections (d), (e),
and (f) as subsections (e), (f), and (g), respec-
tively; and

(B) by inserting after subsection (c) the fol-
lowing new subsection (d):

‘“(d) In providing to a veteran rehabilita-
tive services under this chapter, the Sec-
retary may furnish the veteran with the fol-
lowing:

‘(1) Work skills training and development
services.

‘“(2) Employment support services.

‘“(3) Job development and placement serv-
ices.”.

(2) Subsection (c) of such section is amend-
ed—

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘sub-
section (b) of this section’” and inserting
‘‘subsection (b) or (d)”’; and

(B) in paragraph (2)—

(i) by striking ‘‘subsection (b) of this sec-
tion” and inserting ‘‘subsection (b) or (d)”’;
and

(ii) by striking ‘‘paragraph (2) of such sub-
section’ and inserting ‘‘subsection (b)(2)’.
SEC. 105. ENHANCED AGREEMENT AUTHORITY

FOR PROVISION OF NURSING HOME
CARE AND ADULT DAY HEALTH
CARE IN CONTRACT FACILITIES.

(a) ENHANCED AUTHORITY.—Subsection (c)
of section 1720 is amended—

(1) by designating the existing text as
paragraph (2); and

(2) by inserting before paragraph (2), as so
designated, the following new paragraph (1):
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“(D(A) In furnishing nursing home care,
adult day health care, or other extended care
services under this section, the Secretary
may enter into agreements for furnishing
such care or services with—

‘(i) in the case of the medicare program, a
provider of services that has entered into a
provider agreement under section 1866(a) of
the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1395cc(a));
and

‘‘(ii) in the case of the medicaid program,
a provider participating under a State plan
under title XIX of such Act (42 U.S.C. 1396 et
seq.).

‘“(B) In entering into an agreement under
subparagraph (A) with a provider of services
described in clause (i) of that subparagraph
or a provider described in clause (ii) of that
subparagraph, the Secretary may use the
procedures available for entering into pro-
vider agreements under section 1866(a) of the
Social Security Act.”.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Subsection
(£)(1)(B) of such section is amended by insert-
ing ‘“‘or agreement’ after ‘‘contract’ each
place it appears.

SEC. 106. FIVE-YEAR EXTENSION OF PERIOD FOR
PROVISION OF NONINSTITUTIONAL
EXTENDED-CARE SERVICES AND RE-
QUIRED NURSING HOME CARE.

(a) NONINSTITUTIONAL EXTENDED CARE
SERVICES.—Section 1701(10)(A) is amended by
striking ‘‘the date of the enactment of the
Veterans Millennium Health Care and Bene-
fits Act and ending on December 31, 2003,
and inserting ‘‘November 30, 1999, and ending
on December 31, 2008,”".

(b) REQUIRED NURSING HOME CARE.—Sec-
tion 1710A(c) is amended by striking ‘‘De-
cember 31, 2003’ and inserting ‘‘December 31,
2008”’.

SEC. 107. EXPANSION OF DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS PILOT PROGRAM ON
ASSISTED LIVING FOR VETERANS.

Section 103(b) of the Veterans Millennium
Health Care and Benefits Act (Public Law
106-117; 113 Stat. 15652; 38 U.S.C. 1710B note) is
amended—

(1) by striking “LOCATION OF PILOT PRO-
GRAM.—’’ and inserting ‘‘LOCATIONS OF PILOT
PROGRAM.—(1)”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

“(2)(A) In addition to the health care re-
gion of the Department selected for the pilot
program under paragraph (1), the Secretary
may also carry out the pilot program in not
more than one additional designated health
care region of the Department selected by
the Secretary for purposes of this section.

‘“(B) Notwithstanding subsection (f), the
authority of the Secretary to provide serv-
ices under the pilot program in a health care
region of the Department selected under sub-
paragraph (A) shall cease on the date that is
three years after the commencement of the
provision of services under the pilot program
in the health care region.”.

SEC. 108. IMPROVEMENT OF PROGRAM FOR PRO-
VISION OF SPECIALIZED MENTAL
HEALTH SERVICES TO VETERANS.

(a) INCREASE IN FUNDING.—Subsection (c¢) of
section 116 of the Veterans Millennium
Health Care and Benefits Act (Public Law
106-117; 113 Stat. 1559; 38 U.S.C. 1712A note) is
amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking
‘$15,000,000 and inserting ‘‘$25,000,000 in
each of fiscal years 2004, 2005, and 2006°’;

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking

¢‘$15,000,000”’ and inserting ‘‘$25,000,000’’; and

(3) in paragraph (3)—

(A) by inserting ‘““(A)”’ after ‘“(3)’’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

‘(B) For purposes of this paragraph, in fis-
cal years 2004, 2005, and 2006, the fiscal year
used to determine the baseline amount shall
be fiscal year 2003.”".
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(b) ALLOCATION OF FUNDS.—Subsection (d)
of that section is amended—

(1) by striking ‘“The Secretary’ and insert-
ing ‘(1) In each of fiscal years 2004, 2005, and
2006, the Secretary’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
paragraphs:

‘(2) In allocating funds to facilities in a
fiscal year under paragraph (1), the Sec-
retary shall ensure that—

““(A) not less than $10,000,000 is allocated by
direct grants to programs that are identified
by the Mental Health Strategic Health Care
Group and the Committee on Care of Se-
verely Chronically Mentally Ill Veterans;

“(B) not less than $5,000,000 is allocated for
programs on post-traumatic stress disorder;
and

“(C) not less than $5,000,000 is allocated for
programs on substance use disorder.

‘“(83) The Secretary shall provide that the
funds to be allocated under this section dur-
ing each of fiscal years 2004, 2005, and 2006 are
funds for a special purpose program for
which funds are not allocated through the
Veterans Equitable Resource Allocation sys-
tem.”.

TITLE II—CONSTRUCTION AND
FACILITIES MATTERS
Subtitle A—Program Authorities
SEC. 201. INCREASE IN THRESHOLD FOR MAJOR
MEDICAL FACILITY CONSTRUCTION
PROJECTS.

Section 8104(a)(3)(A) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘$4,000,000”’ and inserting ‘‘$7,000,000"".
SEC. 202. ENHANCEMENTS TO ENHANCED-USE

LEASE AUTHORITY.

(a) NOTIFICATION OF PROPERTY TO BE
LEASED.—Section 8163 is amended—

(1) in the first sentence of subsection (a)—

(A) by striking ‘‘designate a property to be
leased under an enhanced-use lease’ and in-
serting ‘‘enter into an enhanced-use lease
with respect to certain property’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘before making the des-
ignation” and inserting ‘‘before entering
into the lease’’;

(2) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘of the
proposed designation” and inserting ‘‘to the
congressional veterans’ affairs committees
and to the public of the proposed lease’’; and

(3) in subsection (¢)—

(A) in paragraph (1)—

(i) by striking ‘‘designate the property in-
volved’” and inserting ‘‘enter into an en-
hanced-use lease of the property involved’’;
and

(ii) by striking ‘‘to so designate the prop-
erty’”’ and inserting ‘‘to enter into such
lease’’;

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘90-day
period” and inserting ‘‘45-day period’’;

(C) in paragraph (3)—

(i) by striking ‘‘general description” in
subparagraph (D) and inserting ‘‘description
of the provisions’’; and

(ii) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

“(G) A summary of a cost-benefit analysis
of the proposed lease.”’; and

(D) by striking paragraph (4).

(b) DISPOSITION OF LEASED PROPERTY.—
Section 8164 is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) by striking ‘‘by requesting the Admin-
istrator of General Services to dispose of the
property pursuant to subsection (b)”’ in the
first sentence; and

(B) by striking the third sentence;

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) by striking ‘‘Secretary and the Admin-
istrator of General Services jointly deter-
mine”’ and inserting ‘‘Secretary deter-
mines’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘Secretary and the Admin-
istrator consider’” and inserting ‘‘Secretary
considers”’; and
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(3) in subsection (c), by striking ‘90 days”’
and inserting ‘‘45 days’’.

(c) USE OF PROCEEDS.—Section 8165 is
amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(2), by striking ‘‘and re-
maining after any deduction from such funds
under the laws referred to in subsection (c¢)’’;

(2) in subsection (b), by adding at the end
the following new sentence: ‘‘The Secretary
may use the proceeds from any enhanced-use
lease to reimburse applicable appropriations
of the Department for any expenses incurred
in the development of additional enhanced-
use leases.”’; and

(3) by striking subsection (c).

(d) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—(1) The head-
ing of section 8163 is amended to read as fol-
lows:

“§8163. Hearing and notice requirements re-
garding proposed leases”.

(2) The item relating to section 8163 in the
table of sections at the beginning of chapter
81 is amended to read as follows:

‘‘8163. Hearing and notice requirements re-
garding proposed leases.”’.
SEC. 203. SIMPLIFICATION OF ANNUAL REPORT
ON LONG-RANGE HEALTH PLAN-
NING.
Section 8107(b) is amended by striking
paragraphs (3) and (4).
Subtitle B—Project Authorizations
SEC. 211. AUTHORIZATION OF MAJOR MEDICAL
FACILITY PROJECTS.

The Secretary of Veterans Affairs may
carry out the following major medical facil-
ity projects, with each project to be carried
out in an amount not to exceed the amount
specified for that project:

(1) Construction of a long-term care facil-
ity in Lebanon, Pennsylvania, $14,500,000.

(2) Construction of a long-term care facil-
ity in Beckley, West Virginia, $20,000,000.

(3) Construction of a new bed tower to con-
solidate two inpatient sites of care in the
city of Chicago at the West Side Division of
the Department of Veterans Affairs health
care system in Chicago, Illinois, in an
amount not to exceed $98,500,000.

(4) Seismic corrections to strengthen Med-
ical Center Building 1 of the Department of
Veterans Affairs health care system in San
Diego, California, in an amount not to ex-
ceed $48,600,000.

(5) A project for (A) renovation of all inpa-
tient care wards at the West Haven, Con-
necticut, facility of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs health system in Connecticut
to improve the environment of care and en-
hance safety, privacy, and accessibility, and
(B) establishment of a consolidated medical
research facility at that facility, in an
amount not to exceed $50,000,000.

(6) Construction of a Department of Vet-
erans Affairs-Department of the Navy joint
venture comprehensive outpatient medical
care facility to be built on the grounds of the
Pensacola Naval Air Station, Pensacola,

Florida, in an amount not to exceed
$45,000,000.
SEC. 212. AUTHORIZATION OF MAJOR MEDICAL

FACILITY LEASES.

The Secretary of Veterans Affairs may
enter into leases for medical facilities as fol-
lows:

(1) For an outpatient clinic in Charlotte,
North Carolina, in an amount not to exceed
$3,000,000.

(2) For an outpatient clinic extension, Bos-
ton, Massachusetts, in an amount not to ex-
ceed $2,879,000.

SEC. 213. ADVANCE PLANNING AUTHORIZATIONS.

The Secretary of Veterans Affairs may
carry out advance planning for a major med-
ical facility project at each of the following
locations, with such planning to be carried
out in an amount not to exceed the amount
specified for that location:
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(1) Denver, Colorado, in an amount not to
exceed $30,000,000, of which $26,000,000 shall be
provided by the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs and $4,000,000 shall be provided by the
Secretary of Defense.

(2) Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, in an amount
not to exceed $9,000,000.

(3) Las Vegas, Nevada, in an amount not to
exceed $25,000,000.

(4) Columbus, Ohio, in an amount not to
exceed $9,000,000.

(5) East Central, Florida, in an amount not
to exceed $17,500,000.

SEC. 214. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—There are authorized to
be appropriated for the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs for fiscal year 2004—

(1) for the Construction, Major Projects,
account, a total of $363,100,000, of which—

(A) $276,600,000 is for the projects author-
ized in section 211; and

(B) $86,500,000 is for the advance planning
authorized in section 213; and

(2) for the Medical Care account, $5,879,000
for the leases authorized in section 212.

(b) LIMITATION.—The projects authorized in
section 211 may only be carried out using—

(1) funds appropriated for fiscal year 2004
pursuant to the authorization of appropria-
tions in subsection (a);

(2) funds appropriated for Construction,
Major Projects, for a fiscal year before fiscal
year 2004 that remain available for obliga-
tion; and

(3) funds appropriated for Construction,
Major Projects, for fiscal year 2004 for a cat-
egory of activity not specific to a project.

Subtitle C—Capital Asset Realignment for

Enhanced Services Initiative
SEC. 221. AUTHORIZATION OF MAJOR CONSTRUC-
TION PROJECTS IN CONNECTION
WITH CAPITAL ASSET REALIGNMENT
INITIATIVE.

(a) AUTHORITY To CARRY OUT MAJOR CON-
STRUCTION PROJECTS.—Subject to subsection
(b), the Secretary of Veterans Affairs may
carry out major construction projects as
specified in the final report of the Capital
Asset Realignment for Enhanced Services
Commission and approved by the Secretary.

(b) LIMITATION.—The Secretary may not
exercise the authority in subsection (a) until
45 days after the date of the submittal of the
report required by subsection (c).

(c) REPORT ON PROPOSED MAJOR CONSTRUC-
TION PROJECTS.—(1) The Secretary shall sub-
mit to the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs
and the Committees on Appropriations of the
Senate and House of Representatives not
later than February 1, 2004, a report describ-
ing the major construction projects the Sec-
retary proposes to carry out in connection
with the Capital Asset Realignment for En-
hanced Services initiative.

(2) The report shall list each proposed
major construction project in order of pri-
ority, with such priority determined in the
order as follows:

(A) The use of the facility to be con-
structed or altered as a replacement or en-
hancement facility necessitated by the loss,
closure, or other divestment of major infra-
structure or clinical space at a Department
of Veterans Affairs medical facility cur-
rently in operation, as determined by the
Secretary.

(B) The remedy of life and safety code defi-
ciencies, including seismic, egress, and fire
deficiencies at such facility.

(C) The use of such facility to provide
health care services to a population that is
determined under the Capital Asset Realign-
ment for Enhanced Services initiative to be
underserved or not currently served by such
facility.

(D) The renovation or modernization of
such facility, including the provision of bar-
rier-free design, improvement of building
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systems and utilities,
clinical support services.

(E) The need for such facility to further an
enhanced-use lease or sharing agreement.

(F) Any other factor that the Secretary
considers to be of importance in providing
care to eligible veterans.

(3) In developing the list of projects and ac-
cording a priority to each project, the Sec-
retary should consider the importance of al-
locating available resources equitably
among the geographic service areas of the
Department and take into account recent
shifts in populations of veterans among
those geographic service areas.

(d) SUNSET.—The Secretary may not enter
into a contract to carry out major construc-
tion projects under the authority in sub-
section (a) after September 30, 2006.

SEC. 222. ADVANCE NOTIFICATION OF CAPITAL
ASSET REALIGNMENT ACTIONS.

(a) REQUIREMENT FOR ADVANCE NOTIFICA-
TION.—If the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
approves a recommendation resulting from
the Capital Asset Realignment for Enhanced
Services initiative, then before taking any
action resulting from that recommendation
that would result in—

(1) a medical facility closure;

(2) an administrative reorganization de-
scribed in subsection (c) of section 510 of
title 38, United States Code; or

(3) a medical facility consolidation,
the Secretary shall submit to Congress a
written notification of the intent to take
such action.

(b) LIMITATION.—Upon submitting a notifi-
cation under subsection (a), the Secretary
may not take any action described in the no-
tification until the later of—

(1) the end of the 60-day period beginning
on the date on which the notification is re-
ceived by Congress; or

(2) the end of a period of 30 days of contin-
uous session of Congress beginning on the
date on which the notification is received by
Congress or, if either House of Congress is
not in session on such date, the first day
after such date on which both Houses of Con-
gress are in session.

(¢) CONTINUOUS SESSION OF CONGRESS.—For
the purposes of subsection (b)—

(1) the continuity of a session of Congress
is broken only by an adjournment of Con-
gress sine die; and

(2) any day on which either House is not in
session because of an adjournment of more
than three days to a day certain is excluded
in the computation of any period of time in
which Congress is in continuous session.

(d) MEDICAL FACILITY CONSOLIDATION.—For
the purposes of subsection (a), the term
“medical facility consolidation” means an
action that closes one or more medical fa-
cilities for the purpose of relocating those
activities to another medical facility or fa-
cilities within the same geographic service
area.

SEC. 223. SENSE OF CONGRESS AND REPORT ON
ACCESS TO HEALTH CARE FOR VET-
ERANS IN RURAL AREAS.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—Recognizing the
difficulties that veterans residing in rural
areas encounter in gaining access to health
care in facilities of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, it is the sense of Congress that
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs should
take steps to ensure that an appropriate mix
of facilities and clinical staff is available for
health care for veterans residing in rural
areas.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 120 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall submit to
the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of the
Senate and House of Representatives a re-
port describing the steps the Secretary is
taking, and intends to take, to improve ac-

or enhancement of
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cess to health care for veterans residing in
rural areas.
Subtitle D—Plans for New Facilities
SEC. 231. PLANS FOR FACILITIES IN SPECIFIED
AREAS

(a) SOUTHERN NEW JERSEY.—(1) The Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs shall develop a
plan for meeting the future hospital care
needs of veterans who reside in southern New
Jersey.

(2) For purposes of paragraph (1), the term
‘‘southern New Jersey’” means the following
counties of the State of New Jersey: Ocean,
Burlington, Camden, Gloucester, Salem,
Cumberland, Atlantic, and Cape May.

(b) FAR SOUTH TEXAS.—(1) The Secretary
shall develop a plan for meeting the future
hospital care needs of veterans who reside in
far south Texas.

(2) For purposes of paragraph (1), the term
‘‘far south Texas’ means the following coun-
ties of the State of Texas: Bee, Calhoun,
Crockett, DeWitt, Dimmit, Goliad, Jackson,
Victoria, Webb, Aransas, Duval, Jim Wells,
Kleberg, Nueces, Refugio, San Patricio,
Brooks, Cameron, Hidalgo, Jim Hogg,
Kenedy, Starr, Willacy, and Zapata.

(¢c) NORTH CENTRAL WASHINGTON.—(1) The
Secretary shall develop a plan for meeting
the future hospital care needs of veterans
who reside in north central Washington.

(2) For purposes of paragraph (1), the term
‘“‘north central Washington’ means the fol-
lowing counties of the State of Washington:
Chelan, Douglas, Ferry, Grant, Kittitas, and
Okanogan.

(d) PENSACOLA AREA.—(1) The Secretary
shall develop a plan for meeting the future
hospital care needs of veterans who reside in
the Pensacola area.

(2) For purposes of paragraph (1), the term
‘“‘Pensacola area’ means—

(A) the counties of Escambia, Santa Rosa,
Okaloosa, Walton, Holmes, Washington, Bay,
Jackson, Calhoun, Liberty, Gulf, and Frank-
lin of the State of Florida; and

(B) the counties of Covington, Geneva,
Houston, and Escambia of the State of Ala-
bama.

(e) CONSIDERATION OF USE OF CERTAIN EX-
ISTING AUTHORITIES.—In developing the plans
under this section, the Secretary shall, at a
minimum, consider options using the exist-
ing authorities of sections 8111 and 8153 of
title 38, United States Code, to—

(1) establish a hospital staffed and man-
aged by employees of the Department, either
in private or public facilities, including Fed-
eral facilities; or

(2) enter into contracts with existing Fed-
eral facilities, private facilities, and private
providers for that care.

(f) REPORT.—The Secretary shall submit to
the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of the
Senate and House of Representatives a re-
port on each plan under this section not
later than April 15, 2004.

SEC. 232. STUDY AND REPORT ON FEASIBILITY
OF COORDINATION OF VETERANS
HEALTH CARE SERVICES IN SOUTH
CAROLINA WITH NEW UNIVERSITY
MEDICAL CENTER.

(a) STUDY REQUIRED.—The Secretary of
Veterans Affairs shall conduct a study to ex-
amine the feasibility of coordination by the
Department of Veterans Affairs of its needs
for inpatient hospital, medical care, and
long-term care services for veterans with the
pending construction of a new university
medical center at the Medical University of
South Carolina, Charleston, South Carolina.

(b) MATTERS TO BE INCLUDED IN STUDY.—(1)
As part of the study under subsection (a), the
Secretary shall consider the following:

(A) Integration with the Medical Univer-
sity of South Carolina of some or all of the
services referred to in subsection (a) through
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contribution to the construction of that uni-
versity’s new medical facility or by becom-
ing a tenant provider in that new facility.

(B) Construction by the Department of
Veterans Affairs of a new independent inpa-
tient or outpatient facility alongside or
nearby the university’s new facility.

(2) In carrying out paragraph (1), the Sec-
retary shall consider the degree to which the
Department and the university medical cen-
ter would be able to share expensive tech-
nologies and scarce specialty services that
would affect any such plans of the Secretary
or the university.

(3) In carrying out the study, the Secretary
shall especially consider the applicability of
the authorities under section 8153 of title 38,
United States Code (relating to sharing of
health care resources between the Depart-
ment and community provider organiza-
tions), to govern future arrangements and
relationships between the Department and
the Medical University of South Carolina.

(c) CONSULTATION WITH SECRETARY OF DE-
FENSE.—The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall consult with the Secretary of Defense
in carrying out the study under this section.
Such consultation shall include consider-
ation of establishing a Department of Vet-
erans Affairs-Department of Defense joint
health-care venture at the site referred to in
subsection (a).

(d) REPORT.—Not later than April 15, 2004,
the Secretary shall submit to the Commit-
tees on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and
House of Representatives a report on the re-
sults of the study. The report shall include
the Secretary’s recommendations with re-
spect to coordination described in subsection
(a), including recommendations with respect
to each of the matters referred to in sub-
section (b).

Subtitle E—Designation of Facilities
SEC. 241. DESIGNATION OF DEPARTMENT OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS MEDICAL CEN-
TER, PRESCOTT, ARIZONA, AS THE
BOB STUMP DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS MEDICAL CENTER.

The Department of Veterans Affairs Med-
ical Center located in Prescott, Arizona,
shall after the date of the enactment of this
Act be known and designated as the ‘‘Bob
Stump Department of Veterans Affairs Med-
ical Center’”. Any reference to such medical
center in any law, regulation, map, docu-
ment, or other paper of the United States
shall be considered to be a reference to the
Bob Stump Department of Veterans Affairs
Medical Center.

SEC. 242. DESIGNATION OF DEPARTMENT OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS HEALTH CARE
FACILITY, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, AS
THE JESSE BROWN DEPARTMENT OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS MEDICAL CEN-
TER.

The Department of Veterans Affairs health
care facility located at 820 South Damen Av-
enue in Chicago, Illinois, shall after the date
of the enactment of this Act be known and
designated as the ‘“‘Jesse Brown Department
of Veterans Affairs Medical Center”. Any
reference to such facility in any law, regula-
tion, map, document, record, or other paper
of the United States shall be considered to be
a reference to the Jesse Brown Department
of Veterans Affairs Medical Center.

SEC. 243. DESIGNATION OF DEPARTMENT OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS MEDICAL CEN-
TER, HOUSTON, TEXAS, AS THE MI-
CHAEL E. DEBAKEY DEPARTMENT
OF VETERANS AFFAIRS MEDICAL
CENTER.

The Department of Veterans Affairs Med-
ical Center in Houston, Texas, shall after the
date of the enactment of this Act be known
and designated as the ‘‘Michael E. DeBakey
Department of Veterans Affairs Medical Cen-
ter”. Any reference to such facility in any
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law, regulation, map, document, record, or

other paper of the United States shall be

considered to be a reference to the Michael

E. DeBakey Department of Veterans Affairs

Medical Center.

SEC. 244. DESIGNATION OF DEPARTMENT OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS MEDICAL CEN-
TER, SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH, AS THE
GEORGE E. WAHLEN DEPARTMENT
OF VETERANS AFFAIRS MEDICAL
CENTER.

The Department of Veterans Affairs Med-
ical Center in Salt Lake City, Utah, shall
after the date of the enactment of this Act
be known and designated as the ‘‘George E.
Wahlen Department of Veterans Affairs Med-
ical Center’’. Any references to such facility
in any law, regulation, map, document,
record, or other paper of the United States
shall be considered to be a reference to the
George E. Wahlen Department of Veterans
Affairs Medical Center.

SEC. 245. DESIGNATION OF DEPARTMENT OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS OUTPATIENT
CLINIC, NEW LONDON, CON-
NECTICUT.

The Department of Veterans Affairs out-
patient clinic located in New London, Con-
necticut, shall after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act be known and designated as
the ‘“‘John J. McGuirk Department of Vet-
erans Affairs Outpatient Clinic”. Any ref-
erence to such outpatient clinic in any law,
regulation, map, document, record, or other
paper of the United States shall be consid-
ered to be a reference to the John J.
McGuirk Department of Veterans Affairs
Outpatient Clinic.

SEC. 246. DESIGNATION OF DEPARTMENT OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS OUTPATIENT
CLINIC, HORSHAM, PENNSYLVANIA.

The Department of Veterans Affairs out-
patient clinic located in Horsham, Pennsyl-
vania, shall after the date of the enactment
of this Act be known and designated as the
“Victor J. Saracini Department of Veterans
Affairs Outpatient Clinic”’. Any reference to
such outpatient clinic in any law, regula-
tion, map, document, record, or other paper
of the United States shall be considered to be
a reference to the Victor J. Saracini Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Outpatient Clinic.

TITLE III—PERSONNEL MATTERS
SEC. 301. MODIFICATION OF AUTHORITIES ON
APPOINTMENT AND PROMOTION OF
PERSONNEL IN THE VETERANS
HEALTH ADMINISTRATION.

(a) POSITIONS TREATABLE AS HYBRID STA-
TUS POSITIONS.—(1) Section 7401 is amended—

(A) by striking paragraph (2) and inserting
the following new paragraph (2):

“(2) Scientific and professional personnel,
such as microbiologists, chemists, and bio-
statisticians.”’; and

(B) by striking paragraph (3) and inserting
the following new paragraph (3):

‘“(3) Audiologists, speech pathologists, and
audiologist-speech pathologists, biomedical
engineers, certified or registered respiratory
therapists, dietitians, licensed physical
therapists, licensed practical or vocational
nurses, medical instrument technicians,
medical records administrators or special-
ists, medical records technicians, medical
and dental technologists, nuclear medicine
technologists, occupational therapists, occu-
pational therapy assistants,
kinesiotherapists, orthotist-prosthetists,
pharmacists, pharmacy technicians, physical
therapy assistants, prosthetic representa-
tives, psychologists, diagnostic radiologic
technicians, therapeutic radiologic techni-
cians, and social workers.”’.

(2) Personnel appointed to the Veterans
Health Administration before the date of the
enactment of this Act who are in an occupa-
tional category of employees specified in
paragraph (3) of section 7401 of title 38,
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United States Code, by reason of the amend-
ment made by paragraph (1)(B) of this sub-
section shall, as of such date, be deemed to
have been appointed to the Administration
under such paragraph (3).

(b) APPOINTMENTS AND PROMOTIONS.—Sec-
tion 7403 of such title is amended—

(1) in subsection (£)(3)—

(A) by inserting ‘‘reductions-in-force, the
applicability of the principles of preference
referred to in paragraph (2), rights of part-
time employees,”” after ‘‘adverse actions,’’;

(B) by inserting ‘‘, whether appointed
under this section or section 7405(a)(1)(B) of
this title” after ‘‘such positions’’; and

(C) by inserting a comma after ‘‘status)’’;
and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

‘“(h)(1) If the Secretary uses the authority
provided in subsection (c¢) for the promotion
and advancement of an occupational cat-
egory of employees described in section
7401(3) of this title, as authorized by sub-
section (f)(1)(B), the Secretary shall do so
through one or more systems prescribed by
the Secretary. Each such system shall be
planned, developed, and implemented in col-
laboration with, and with the participation
of, exclusive employee representatives of
such occupational category of employees.

‘“(2)(A) Before prescribing a system of pro-
motion and advancement of an occupational
category of employees under paragraph (1),
the Secretary shall provide to exclusive em-
ployee representatives of such occupational
category of employees a written description
of the proposed system.

‘(B) Not later than 30 days after receipt of
the description of a proposed system under
subparagraph (A), exclusive employee rep-
resentatives may submit to the Secretary
the recommendations, if any, of such exclu-
sive employee representatives with respect
to the proposed system.

‘“(C) The Secretary shall give full and fair
consideration to any recommendations re-
ceived under subparagraph (B) in deciding
whether and how to proceed with a proposed
system.

‘“(83) The Secretary shall implement imme-
diately any part of a system of promotion
and advancement under paragraph (1) that is
proposed under paragraph (2) for which the
Secretary receives no recommendations from
exclusive employee representatives under
paragraph (2).

‘“(4) If the Secretary receives recommenda-
tions under paragraph (2) from exclusive em-
ployee representatives on any part of a pro-
posed system of promotion and advancement
under that paragraph, the Secretary shall
determine whether or not to accept the rec-
ommendations, either in whole or in part. If
the Secretary determines not to accept all or
part of the recommendations, the Secretary
shall—

‘“(A) notify the congressional veterans’ af-
fairs committees of the recommendations
and of the portion of the recommendations
that the Secretary has determined not to ac-
cept;

‘(B) meet and confer with such exclusive
employee representatives, for a period not
less than 30 days, for purposes of attempting
to reach an agreement on whether and how
to proceed with the portion of the rec-
ommendations that the Secretary has deter-
mined not to accept;

‘“(C) at the election of the Secretary, or of
a majority of such exclusive employee rep-
resentatives who are participating in nego-
tiations on such matter, employ the services
of the Federal Mediation and Conciliation
Service during the period referred to in sub-
paragraph (B) for purposes of reaching such
agreement; and

‘(D) if the Secretary determines that ac-
tivities under subparagraph (B), (C), or both
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are unsuccessful at reaching such agreement
and determines (in the sole and unreviewable
discretion of the Secretary) that further
meeting and conferral under subparagraph
(B), mediation under subparagraph (C), or
both are unlikely to reach such agreement—

‘(i) notify the congressional veterans’ af-
fairs committees of such determinations,
identify for such committees the portions of
the recommendations that the Secretary has
determined not to accept, and provide such
committees an explanation and justification
for determining to implement the part of the
system subject to such portions of the rec-
ommendations without regard to such por-
tions of the recommendations; and

‘“(ii) commencing not earlier than 30 days
after notice under clause (i), implement the
part of the system subject to the rec-
ommendations that the Secretary has deter-
mined not to accept without regard to those
recommendations.

‘“(6) If the Secretary and exclusive em-
ployee representatives reach an agreement
under paragraph (4) providing for the resolu-
tion of a disagreement on one or more por-
tions of the recommendations that the Sec-
retary had determined not to accept under
that paragraph, the Secretary shall imme-
diately implement such resolution.

“(6) In implementing a system of pro-
motion and advancement under this sub-
section, the Secretary shall—

‘““(A) develop and implement mechanisms
to permit exclusive employee representa-
tives to participate in the periodic review
and evaluation of the system, including peer
review, and in any further planning or devel-
opment required with respect to the system
as a result of such review and evaluation;
and

‘“(B) provide exclusive employee represent-
atives appropriate access to information to
ensure that the participation of such exclu-
sive employee representative in activities
under subparagraph (A) is productive.

“(T(A) The Secretary may from time to
time modify a system of promotion and ad-
vancement under this subsection.

‘“(B) In modifying a system, the Secretary
shall take into account any recommenda-
tions made by the exclusive employee rep-
resentatives concerned.

“(C) In modifying a system, the Secretary
shall comply with paragraphs (2) through (5)
and shall treat any proposal for the modi-
fication of a system as a proposal for a sys-
tem for purposes of such paragraphs.

‘(D) The Secretary shall promptly submit
to the congressional veterans’ affairs com-
mittees a report on any modification of a
system. Each report shall include—

‘(i) an explanation and justification of the
modification; and

‘‘(ii) a description of any recommendations
of exclusive employee representatives with
respect to the modification and a statement
whether or not the modification was revised
in light of such recommendations.

‘(8) In the case of employees who are not
within a unit with respect to which a labor
organization is accorded exclusive recogni-
tion, the Secretary may develop procedures
for input from representatives under this
subsection from any appropriate organiza-
tion that represents a substantial percentage
of such employees or, if none, in such other
manner as the Secretary considers appro-
priate, consistent with the purposes of this
subsection.

‘“(9) In this subsection, the term ‘congres-
sional veterans’ affairs committees’ means
the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of the
Senate and the House of Representatives.”.

(¢c) TEMPORARY, PART-TIME, AND WITHOUT
COMPENSATION APPOINTMENTS.—Section 7405
of such title is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—
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(A) in paragraph (1), by striking subpara-
graphs (B) and (C) and inserting the fol-
lowing new subparagraphs:

‘““(B) Positions listed in section 7401(3) of
this title.

‘(C) Librarians.”’; and

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking subpara-
graph (B) and inserting the following new
subparagraph (B):

‘“(B) Positions listed in section 7401(3) of
this title.”’; and

(2) in subsection (c)(1), by striking ‘‘section
7401(1)” and inserting ‘‘paragraphs (1) and (3)
of section 7401°".

(d) AUTHORITY FOR ADDITIONAL PAY FOR
CERTAIN HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONALS.—Sec-
tion 7454(b)(1) of such title is amended by
striking ‘‘certified or registered” and all
that follows through ‘‘occupational thera-
pists,” and inserting ‘‘individuals in posi-
tions listed in section 7401(3) of this title,”.
SEC. 302. APPOINTMENT OF CHIROPRACTORS IN

THE VETERANS HEALTH ADMINIS-
TRATION.

(a) APPOINTMENTS.—Section 7401 is amend-
ed—

(1) in the matter preceding paragraph (1),
by striking ‘‘medical”’ and inserting
‘“‘health’; and

(2) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘chiro-
practors,” after ‘‘podiatrists,”.

(b) QUALIFICATIONS OF APPOINTEES.—Sec-
tion 7402(b) is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraph (10) as para-
graph (11); and

(2) by inserting after paragraph (9) the fol-
lowing new paragraph (10):

¢(10) CHIROPRACTOR.—To be eligible to be
appointed to a chiropractor position, a per-
son must—

““(A) hold the degree of doctor of chiro-
practic, or its equivalent, from a college of
chiropractic approved by the Secretary; and

‘(B) be licensed to practice chiropractic in
a State.”.

(¢c) PERIOD OF APPOINTMENTS AND PRO-
MOTIONS.—Section 7403(a)(2) is amended by
adding at the end the following new subpara-
graph:

“(H) Chiropractors.”.

(d) GRADES AND PAY SCALES.—Section
7404(b)(1) is amended by striking the third
center heading in the table and inserting the
following:

“CLINICAL PODIATRIST, CHIRO-
PRACTOR, AND OPTOMETRIST SCHED-
ULE”.

(e) MALPRACTICE AND NEGLIGENCE PROTEC-
TION.—Section 7316(a) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘medical”’
each place it appears and inserting ‘‘health’’;
and

(2) in paragraph (2)—

(A) by striking ‘“medical’’ the first place it
appears and inserting ‘‘health’’; and

(B) by inserting ‘‘chiropractor,” after ‘‘po-
diatrist,”.

(f) TREATMENT AS SCARCE MEDICAL SPE-
CIALISTS FOR CONTRACTING PURPOSES.—Sec-
tion 7409(a) is amended by inserting ‘‘chiro-
practors,” in the second sentence after ‘‘op-
tometrists,”’.

(g) COLLECTIVE BARGAINING EXEMPTION.—
Section 7421(b) is amended by adding at the
end the following new paragraph:

‘“(8) Chiropractors.”.

(h) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall take effect at the
end of the 180-day period beginning on the
date of the enactment of this Act.

SEC. 303. ADDITIONAL PAY FOR SATURDAY

TOURS OF DUTY FOR ADDITIONAL
HEALTH CARE WORKERS IN THE
VETERANS HEALTH ADMINISTRA-
TION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 7454(b) is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:
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‘“(3) Employees appointed under section
7408 of this title shall be entitled to addi-
tional pay on the same basis as provided for
nurses in section 7453(c) of this title.”.

(b) APPLICABILITY.—The amendment made
by subsection (a) shall take effect with re-
spect to the first pay period beginning on or
after January 1, 2004.

SEC. 304. COVERAGE OF EMPLOYEES OF VET-
ERANS’ CANTEEN SERVICE UNDER
ADDITIONAL EMPLOYMENT LAWS.

(a) COVERAGE.—Paragraph (5) of section
7802 is amended by inserting before the semi-
colon a period and the following: ‘‘An em-
ployee appointed under this section may be
considered for appointment to a Department
position in the competitive service in the
same manner that a Department employee in
the competitive service is considered for
transfer to such position. An employee of the
Service who is appointed to a Department
position in the competitive service under the
authority of the preceding sentence may
count toward the time-in-service require-
ment for a career appointment in such posi-
tion any previous period of employment in
the Service’.

(b) TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS.—Such section
is further amended—

(1) by striking the semicolon at the end of
each of paragraphs (1) through (10) and in-
serting a period;

(2) by striking ‘“The Secretary and all
that follows through ‘(1) establish,” and in-
serting ‘‘(a) LOCATIONS FOR CANTEENS.—The
Secretary shall establish,’’;

(3) by redesignating paragraphs (2) through
(11) as subsections (b) through (k), respec-
tively, and by realigning those subsections
(as so redesignated) so as to be flush to the
left margin;

(4) in subsection (b) (as so redesignated), by
inserting ‘‘WAREHOUSES AND STORAGE DE-
POTS.—The Secretary shall” before ‘‘estab-
lish’’;

(b) in subsection (c) (as so redesignated), by
inserting ‘‘SPACE, BUILDINGS, AND STRUC-
TURES.—The Secretary shall”’ before ‘‘fur-
nish”’;

(6) in subsection (d) (as so redesignated), by
inserting ‘‘EQUIPMENT, SERVICES, AND UTILI-
TIES.—The Secretary shall” before ‘‘trans-
fer”’;

(7) in subsection (e) (as so redesignated and
as amended by subsection (a)), by inserting
“PERSONNEL.—The Secretary shall” before
‘“‘employ’’;

(8) in subsection (f) (as so redesignated), by
inserting ‘CONTRACTS AND AGREEMENTS.—
The Secretary shall”’ before ‘‘make all’’;

(9) in subsection (g) (as so redesignated), by
inserting ‘‘PRICES.—The Secretary shall’ be-
fore ‘‘fix the’’;

(10) in subsection (h) (as so redesignated),
by inserting ‘“‘GIFTS AND DONATIONS.—The
Secretary may’’ before ‘‘accept’’;

(11) in subsection (i) (as so redesignated),
by inserting ‘‘RULES AND REGULATIONS.—The
Secretary shall”’ before ‘‘make such’’;

(12) in subsection (j) (as so redesignated),
by inserting ‘‘DELEGATION.—The Secretary
may’’ before ‘‘delegate such’’; and

(13) in subsection (k) (as so redesignated),
by inserting ‘‘AUTHORITY TO CASH CHECKS,
ETc.—The Secretary may’’ before ‘‘author-
ize”.

)

TITLE IV—OTHER MATTERS

SEC. 401. OFFICE OF RESEARCH OVERSIGHT IN
VETERANS HEALTH ADMINISTRA-
TION.

(a) STATUTORY CHARTER.—(1) Chapter 73 is
amended by inserting after section 7306 the
following new section:

“§7307. Office of Research Oversight

‘‘(a) REQUIREMENT FOR OFFICE.—(1) There is
in the Veterans Health Administration an
Office of Research Oversight (hereinafter in
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this section referred to as the ‘Office’). The
Office shall advise the Under Secretary for
Health on matters of compliance and assur-
ance in human subjects protections, research
safety, and research impropriety and mis-
conduct. The Office shall function independ-
ently of entities within the Veterans Health
Administration with responsibility for the
conduct of medical research programs.

*“(2) The Office shall—

““(A) monitor, review, and investigate mat-
ters of medical research compliance and as-
surance in the Department with respect to
human subjects protections; and

‘“(B) monitor, review, and investigate mat-
ters relating to the protection and safety of
human subjects and Department employees
participating in medical research in Depart-
ment programs.

““(b) DIRECTOR.—(1) The head of the Office
shall be a Director, who shall report directly
to the Under Secretary for Health (without
delegation).

‘(2) Any person appointed as Director shall
be—

‘“(A) an established expert in the field of
medical research, administration of medical
research programs, or similar fields; and

‘(B) qualified to carry out the duties of the
Office based on demonstrated experience and
expertise.

‘‘(c) FUuNCTIONS.—(1) The Director shall re-
port to the Under Secretary for Health on
matters relating to protections of human
subjects in medical research projects of the
Department under any applicable Federal
law and regulation, the safety of employees
involved in Department medical research
programs, and suspected misconduct and im-
propriety in such programs. In carrying out
the preceding sentence, the Director shall
consult with employees of the Veterans
Health Administration who are responsible
for the management and conduct of Depart-
ment medical research programs.

‘“(2) The matters to be reported by the Di-
rector to the Under Secretary under para-
graph (1) shall include allegations of re-
search impropriety and misconduct by em-
ployees engaged in medical research pro-
grams of the Department.

‘“(3)(A) When the Director determines that
such a recommendation is warranted, the Di-
rector may recommend to the Under Sec-
retary that a Department research activity
be terminated, suspended, or restricted, in
whole or in part.

‘“(B) In a case in which the Director rea-
sonably believes that activities of a medical
research project of the Department place
human subjects’ lives or health at imminent
risk, the Director shall direct that activities
under that project be immediately suspended
or, as appropriate and specified by the Direc-
tor, be limited.

¢(d) GENERAL FUNCTIONS.—(1) The Director
shall conduct periodic inspections and re-
views, as the Director determines appro-
priate, of medical research programs of the
Department. Such inspections and reviews
shall include review of required documented
assurances.

‘“(2) The Director shall observe external ac-
creditation activities conducted for accredi-
tation of medical research programs con-
ducted in facilities of the Department.

‘“(3) The Director shall investigate allega-
tions of research impropriety and mis-
conduct in medical research projects of the
Department.

‘“(4) The Director shall submit to the
Under Secretary for Health, the Secretary,
and the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of
the Senate and House of Representatives a
report on any suspected lapse, from whatever
cause or causes, in protecting safety of
human subjects and others, including em-
ployees, in medical research programs of the
Department.
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‘“(6) The Director shall carry out such
other duties as the Under Secretary for
Health may require.

‘‘(e) SOURCE OF FUNDS.—Amounts for the
activities of the Office, including its regional
offices, shall be derived from amounts appro-
priated for the Veterans Health Administra-
tion for Medical Care.

‘“(f) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than
March 15 each year, the Director shall sub-
mit to the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs
of the Senate and House of Representatives a
report on the activities of the Office during
the preceding calendar year. Each such re-
port shall include, with respect to that year,
the following:

(1) A summary of reviews of individual
medical research programs of the Depart-
ment completed by the Office.

‘(2) Directives and other communications
issued by the Office to field activities of the
Department.

‘“(3) Results of any investigations under-
taken by the Office during the reporting pe-
riod consonant with the purposes of this sec-
tion.

‘‘(4) Other information that would be of in-
terest to those committees in oversight of
the Department medical research program.

‘‘(g) MEDICAL RESEARCH.—For purposes of
this section, the term ‘medical research’
means medical research described in section
7303(a)(2) of this title.”.

(2) The table of sections at the beginning of
such chapter is amended by inserting after
the item relating to section 7306 the fol-
lowing new item:
¢7307. Office of Research Oversight.”.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 7303
is amended by striking subsection (e).

SEC. 402. ENHANCEMENT OF AUTHORITIES RE-
LATING TO NONPROFIT RESEARCH
CORPORATIONS.

(a) COVERAGE OF PERSONNEL UNDER TORT
CLAIMS LAWS.—(1) Subchapter IV of chapter
73 is amended by inserting after section 7364
the following new section:

“§7364A. Coverage of employees under cer-

tain Federal tort claims laws

‘‘(a) An employee of a corporation estab-
lished under this subchapter who is described
by subsection (b) shall be considered an em-
ployee of the Government, or a medical care
employee of the Veterans Health Adminis-
tration, for purposes of the following provi-
sions of law:

(1) Section 1346(b) of title 28.

‘“(2) Chapter 171 of title 28.

““(3) Section 7316 of this title

““(b) An employee described in this sub-
section is an employee who—

‘(1) has an appointment with the Depart-
ment, whether with or without compensa-
tion;

‘“(2) is directly or indirectly involved or en-
gaged in research or education and training
that is approved in accordance with proce-
dures established by the Under Secretary for
Health for research or education and train-
ing; and

““(3) performs such duties under the super-
vision of Department personnel.”.

(2) The table of sections at the beginning of
such chapter is amended by inserting after
the item relating to section 7364 the fol-
lowing new item:
¢“7364A. Coverage of employees under certain

Federal tort claims laws.”".

(b) CLARIFICATION OF EXECUTIVE DIREC-
TOR’S ETHICS CERTIFICATION DUTIES.—Section
7366(c) is amended—

(1) by inserting ‘‘(1)”’ after ‘“(c)’’;

(2) by striking ‘“‘any year—’’ and all that
follows through ‘‘shall be subject’” and in-
serting ‘‘any year shall be subject’’;

(3) by striking ‘‘functions; and’’ and insert-
ing “‘functions.’’; and
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(4) by striking paragraph (2) and inserting
the following:

‘“(2) Bach corporation established under
this subchapter shall each year submit to
the Secretary a statement signed by the ex-
ecutive director of the corporation verifying
that each director and employee has cer-
tified awareness of the laws and regulations
referred to in paragraph (1) and of the con-
sequences of violations of those laws and reg-
ulations in the same manner as Federal em-
ployees are required to so certify.”.

(¢) FIVE-YEAR EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY TO
ESTABLISH RESEARCH CORPORATIONS.—Sec-
tion 7368 is amended by striking ‘‘December
31, 2003”’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2008"".
SEC. 403. DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE PARTICIPA-

TION IN REVOLVING SUPPLY FUND
PURCHASES.

(a) ENHANCEMENT OF DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE  PARTICIPATION.—Section 8121 is
amended—

(1) by redesignating subsections (b) and (c)
as subsections (d) and (e), respectively;

(2) by designating the last sentence of sub-
section (a) as subsection (c¢); and

(3) by inserting after paragraph (3) of sub-
section (a) the following new subsection (b):

‘“(b) The Secretary may authorize the Sec-
retary of Defense to make purchases through
the fund in the same manner as activities of
the Department. When services, equipment,
or supplies are furnished to the Secretary of
Defense through the fund, the reimburse-
ment required by paragraph (2) of subsection
(a) shall be made from appropriations made
to the Department of Defense, and when
services or supplies are to be furnished to the
Department of Defense, the fund may be
credited, as provided in paragraph (3) of sub-
section (a), with advances from appropria-
tions available to the Department of De-
fense.”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by subsection (a) shall apply only with
respect to funds appropriated for a fiscal
year after fiscal year 2003.

SEC. 404. FIVE-YEAR EXTENSION OF HOUSING AS-
SISTANCE FOR HOMELESS VET-
ERANS.

Section 2041(c) is amended by striking ‘‘De-
cember 31, 2003’ and inserting ‘‘December 31,
2008°.

SEC. 405. REPORT DATE CHANGES.

(a) SENIOR MANAGERS QUARTERLY RE-
PORT.—Section 516(e)(1)(A) is amended by
striking ‘30 days’’ and inserting ‘‘45 days’’.

(b) ANNUAL REPORT ON ASSISTANCE TO
HOMELESS VETERANS.—Section 2065(a) is
amended by striking ““April 15 of each year”
and inserting ‘‘June 15 of each year’.

(c) ANNUAL REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CARE
OF SEVERELY CHRONICALLY MENTALLY ILL
VETERANS.—Section 7321(d)(2) is amended by
striking ‘“‘February 1, 1998, and February 1 of
each of the six following years’ and insert-
ing ‘“‘June 1 of each year through 2008”’.

(d) ANNUAL REPORT ON SHARING OF HEALTH
CARE RESOURCES.—Section 8153(g) is amend-
ed—

(1) by striking ‘“‘not more than 60 days
after the end of each fiscal year’ and insert-
ing ‘“‘not later than February 1 of each year’’;
and

(2) by inserting ‘‘during the preceding fis-
cal year’ after ‘‘under this section’.

(e) ANNUAL REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE
ON PTSD.—Section 110(e)(2) of the Veterans’
Health Care Act of 1984 (38 U.S.C. 1712A note)
is amended by striking ‘‘February 1 of each
of the three following years’” and inserting
“May 1 of each year through 2008".

SA 2204. Mr. THOMAS (for Mr. SPEC-
TER) proposed an amendment to the
bill S. 1156, to amend title 38, United
States Code, to improve and enhance
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the provision of health care for vet-
erans, to authorize major construction
projects and other facilities matters
for the Department of Veterans Affairs,
to enhance and improve authorities re-
lating to the administration of per-
sonnel of the Department of Veterans
Affairs, and for other purposes; as fol-
lows:

Amend the title to read as follows: ““A bill
to amend title 38, United States Code, to im-
prove and enhance provision of health care
for veterans, to authorize major construc-
tion projects and other facilities matters for
the Department of Veterans Affairs, to en-
hance and improve authorities relating to
the administration of personnel of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, and for other
purposes.’.

SA 2205. Mr. THOMAS (for Mr. SPEC-
TER (for himself and Mr. GRAHAM of
Florida)) proposed an amendment to
the bill H.R. 2297, To amend title 38,
United Stated Code, to improve bene-
fits under laws administered by the
Secretary of Veterans’ Affairs, and for
other purposes; as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as

the ‘““Veterans Benefits Act of 2003".

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.

Sec. 2. References to title 38, United States

Code.
TITLE I—SURVIVOR BENEFITS

Sec. 101. Retention of certain veterans sur-
vivor benefits for surviving
spouses remarrying after age 57.

Sec. 102. Benefits for children with spina
bifida of veterans of certain
service in Korea.

Sec. 103. Alternative beneficiaries for Na-
tional Service Life Insurance
and United States Government
Life Insurance.

Sec. 104. Payment of benefits accrued and
unpaid at time of death.

TITLE II—BENEFITS FOR FORMER PRIS-
ONERS OF WAR AND FOR FILIPINO
VETERANS
SUBTITLE A—FORMER PRISONERS OF WAR

Sec. 201. Presumptions of service-connection
relating to diseases and disabil-
ities of former prisoners of war.

SUBTITLE B—FILIPINO VETERANS

Sec. 211. Rate of payment of benefits for cer-
tain Filipino veterans and their
survivors residing in the United
States.

Sec. 212. Burial benefits for new Philippine
Scouts residing in the United
States.

Sec. 213. Extension of authority to maintain
regional office in the Republic
of the Philippines.

TITLE III—EDUCATION BENEFITS,

EMPLOYMENT PROVISIONS, AND

RELATED MATTERS

Sec. 301. Expansion of Montgomery GI Bill
education benefits for certain
self-employment training.

Sec. 302. Increase in rates of survivors’ and
dependents’ educational assist-
ance.

Sec. 303. Restoration of survivors’ and de-
pendents’ education benefits of
individuals being ordered to
full-time National Guard duty.

Sec. 304. Rounding down of certain cost-of-
living adjustments on edu-
cational assistance.
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Sec. 305. Authorization for State approving
agencies to approve certain en-
trepreneurship courses.

Sec. 306. Repeal of provisions relating to ob-
solete education loan program.

Sec. 307. Six-year extension of the Veterans’
Advisory Committee on Edu-
cation.

Sec. 308. Procurement program for small
business concerns owned and
controlled by service-disabled
veterans.

Sec. 309. Outstationing of Transition Assist-
ance Program personnel.

TITLE IV—HOUSING BENEFITS AND
RELATED MATTERS

Sec. 401. Authorization to provide adapted
housing assistance to certain
disabled members of the Armed
Forces who remain on active
duty.

Increase in amounts for certain
adaptive benefits for disabled
veterans.

Permanent authority for housing
loans for members of the Se-
lected Reserve.

Reinstatement of minimum re-
quirements for sale of vendee
loans.

Adjustment to home loan fees.

One-year extension of procedures
on liquidation sales of defaulted
home loans guaranteed by the
Department of Veterans Af-
fairs.

TITLE V—BURIAL BENEFITS

501. Burial plot allowance.

502. Eligibility of surviving spouses who
remarry for burial in national
cemeteries.

Sec. 503. Permanent authority for

cemetery grants program.
TITLE VI—-EXPOSURE TO HAZARDOUS
SUBSTANCES

Sec. 601. Radiation Dose Reconstruction
Program of Department of De-
fense.

602. Study on disposition of Air Force
Health Study.

603. Funding of Medical Follow-Up
Agency of Institute of Medicine
of  National Academy of
Sciences for epidemiological re-
search on members of the
Armed Forces and veterans.

TITLE VII-OTHER MATTERS

701. Time limitations on receipt of
claim information pursuant to
requests of Department of Vet-
erans Affairs.

Clarification of applicability of
prohibition on assignment of
veterans benefits to agreements
requiring payment of future re-
ceipt of benefits.

Six-year extension of Advisory
Committee on Minority Vet-
erans.

Temporary authority for perform-
ance of medical disabilities ex-
aminations by contract physi-
cians.

Forfeiture of benefits for subver-
sive activities.

Two-year extension of round-down
requirement for compensation
cost-of-living adjustments.

Codification of requirement for ex-
peditious treatment of cases on
remand.

Technical
ments.

2. REFERENCES TO TITLE 38, UNITED

STATES CODE.
Except as otherwise expressly provided,
whenever in this Act an amendment or re-

Sec. 402.

Sec. 403.
Sec. 404.

405.
406.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

State

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec. 702.

Sec. 703.

Sec. 704.

Sec. 705.

Sec. 706.

Sec. 707.

Sec. 708. and clerical amend-

SEC.
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peal is expressed in terms of an amendment

to, or repeal of, a section or other provision,

the reference shall be considered to be made

to a section or other provision of title 38,

United States Code.

TITLE I—SURVIVOR BENEFITS
SEC. 101. RETENTION OF CERTAIN VETERANS
SURVIVOR BENEFITS FOR SUR-
VIVING SPOUSES REMARRYING
AFTER AGE 57.

(a) EXCEPTION TO TERMINATION OF BENEFITS
UPON REMARRIAGE.—Section 103(d)(2)(B) is
amended by striking ‘‘The remarriage after
age 55”7 and inserting ‘‘The remarriage after
age 57 of the surviving spouse of a veteran
shall not bar the furnishing of benefits speci-
fied in paragraph (5) to such person as the
surviving spouse of the veteran. Notwith-
standing the previous sentence, the remar-
riage after age 55°.

(b) COORDINATION OF BENEFITS.—Section
1311 is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subsection:

‘‘(e) In the case of an individual who is eli-
gible for dependency and indemnity com-
pensation under this section by reason of
section 103(d)(2)(B) of this title who is also
eligible for benefits under another provision
of law by reason of such individual’s status
as the surviving spouse of a veteran, then,
notwithstanding any other provision of law
(other than section 5304(b)(3) of this title), no
reduction in benefits under such other provi-
sion of law shall be made by reason of such
individual’s eligibility for benefits under this
section.”.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by subsections (a) and (b) shall take ef-
fect on January 1, 2004.

(d) RETROACTIVE BENEFITS PROHIBITED.—NO
benefit may be paid to any person by reason
of the amendments made by subsections (a)
and (b) for any period before the effective
date specified in subsection (c).

(e) APPLICATION FOR BENEFITS.—In the case
of an individual who but for having remar-
ried would be eligible for benefits under title
38, United States Code, by reason of the
amendment made by subsection (a) and
whose remarriage was before the date of the
enactment of this Act and after the indi-
vidual had attained age 57, the individual
shall be eligible for such benefits by reason
of such amendment only if the individual
submits an application for such benefits to
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs not later
than the end of the one-year period begin-
ning on the date of the enactment of this
Act.

(f) TECHNICAL CORRECTION.—Section 101(b)
of the Veterans Benefits Act of 2002 (Public
Law 107-330; 116 Stat. 2821; 38 U.S.C. 103 note)
is amended by striking ‘‘during the 1-year
period” and all that follows through ‘(c)”
and inserting ‘‘before the end of the one-year
period beginning on the date of the enact-
ment of the Veterans Benefits Act of 2003"".
SEC. 102. BENEFITS FOR CHILDREN WITH SPINA

BIFIDA OF VETERANS OF CERTAIN
SERVICE IN KOREA.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 18 is amended—

(1) by redesignating subchapter III, and
sections 1821, 1822, 1823, and 1824, as sub-
chapter IV, and sections 1831, 1832, 1833, and
1834, respectively; and

(2) by inserting after subchapter II the fol-
lowing new subchapter III:

“SUBCHAPTER III-CHILDREN OF CER-
TAIN KOREA SERVICE VETERANS
BORN WITH SPINA BIFIDA

“§1821. Benefits for children of certain Korea
service veterans born with spina bifida
‘‘(a) BENEFITS AUTHORIZED.—The Secretary

may provide to any child of a veteran of cov-

ered service in Korea who is suffering from
spina bifida the health care, vocational
training and rehabilitation, and monetary
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allowance required to be paid to a child of a
Vietnam veteran who is suffering from spina
bifida under subchapter I of this chapter as if
such child of a veteran of covered service in
Korea were a child of a Vietnam veteran who
is suffering from spina bifida under such sub-
chapter.

“(b) SPINA BIFIDA CONDITIONS COVERED.—
This section applies with respect to all forms
and manifestations of spina bifida, except
spina bifida occulta.

‘‘(c) VETERAN OF COVERED SERVICE IN
KOREA.—For purposes of this section, a vet-
eran of covered service in Korea is any indi-
vidual, without regard to the characteriza-
tion of that individual’s service, who—

‘(1) served in the active military, naval, or
air service in or near the Korean demili-
tarized zone (DMZ), as determined by the
Secretary in consultation with the Secretary
of Defense, during the period beginning on
September 1, 1967, and ending on August 31,
1971; and

‘“(2) is determined by the Secretary, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of Defense, to
have been exposed to a herbicide agent dur-
ing such service in or near the Korean de-
militarized zone.

‘“(d) HERBICIDE AGENT.—For purposes of
this section, the term ‘herbicide agent’
means a chemical in a herbicide used in sup-
port of United States and allied military op-
erations in or near the Korean demilitarized
zone, as determined by the Secretary in con-
sultation with the Secretary of Defense, dur-
ing the period beginning on September 1,
1967, and ending on August 31, 1971.”.

(b) CHILD DEFINED.—Section 1831, as redes-
ignated by subsection (a) of this section, is
amended by striking paragraph (1) and in-
serting the following new paragraph (1):

‘(1) The term ‘child’ means the following:

‘“(A) For purposes of subchapters I and II of
this chapter, an individual, regardless of age
or marital status, who—

‘(i) is the natural child of a Vietnam vet-
eran; and

‘‘(ii) was conceived after the date on which
that veteran first entered the Republic of
Vietnam during the Vietnam era.

“(B) For purposes of subchapter III of this
chapter, an individual, regardless of age or
marital status, who—

‘(i) is the natural child of a veteran of cov-
ered service in Korea (as determined for pur-
poses of section 1821 of this title); and

‘‘(ii) was conceived after the date on which
that veteran first entered service described
in subsection (c) of that section.”.

(c) NONDUPLICATION OF BENEFITS.—Sub-
section (a) of section 1834, as redesignated by
subsection (a) of this section, is amended by
adding at the end the following new sen-
tence: ‘‘In the case of a child eligible for ben-
efits under subchapter I or II of this chapter
who is also eligible for benefits under sub-
chapter III of this chapter, a monetary al-
lowance shall be paid under the subchapter
of this chapter elected by the child.”.

(d) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—(1) Section
1811(1)(A) is amended by striking ‘‘section
1821(1)”’ and inserting ‘‘section 1831(1)”.

(2) The heading for chapter 18 is amended
to read as follows:

“CHAPTER 18—BENEFITS FOR CHILDREN
OF VIETNAM VETERANS AND CERTAIN
OTHER VETERANS”.

(e) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—(1) The table
of sections at the beginning of chapter 18 is
amended by striking the items relating to
subchapter III and sections 1821, 1822, 1823,
and 1824 and inserting the following new
items:
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“SUBCHAPTER III—CHILDREN OF CER-
TAIN KOREA SERVICE VETERANS
BORN WITH SPINA BIFIDA

‘1821. Benefits for children of certain Korea

service veterans born with
spina bifida.

“SUBCHAPTER IV—GENERAL

PROVISIONS

Definitions.

Applicability of certain administra-

tive provisions.

Treatment of receipt of monetary al-

lowance and other benefits.
¢“1834. Nonduplication of benefits.”’.

(2) The table of chapters at the beginning
of title 38, United States Code, and at the be-
ginning of part II, are each amended by
striking the item relating to chapter 18 and
inserting the following new item:

“18. Benefits for Children of Vietnam

Veterans and Certain Other Vet-
erans 1802”.
SEC. 103. ALTERNATIVE BENEFICIARIES FOR NA-
TIONAL SERVICE LIFE INSURANCE
AND UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
LIFE INSURANCE.

(a) NATIONAL SERVICE LIFE INSURANCE.—
Section 1917 is amended by adding at the end
the following new subsection:

“(H)(1) Following the death of the insured
and in a case not covered by subsection (d)—

‘“(A) if the first beneficiary otherwise enti-
tled to payment of the insurance does not
make a claim for such payment within two
years after the death of the insured, pay-
ment may be made to another beneficiary
designated by the insured, in the order of
precedence as designated by the insured, as if
the first beneficiary had predeceased the in-
sured; and

‘(B) if, within four years after the death of
the insured, no claim has been filed by a per-
son designated by the insured as a bene-
ficiary and the Secretary has not received
any notice in writing that any such claim
will be made, payment may (notwith-
standing any other provision of law) be made
to such person as may in the judgment of the
Secretary be equitably entitled thereto.

‘(2) Payment of insurance under paragraph
(1) shall be a bar to recovery by any other
person.”’.

(b) UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT LIFE IN-
SURANCE.—Section 1952 is amended by adding
at the end the following new subsection:

““(e)(1) Following the death of the insured
and in a case not covered by section 1950 of
this title—

‘“(A) if the first beneficiary otherwise enti-
tled to payment of the insurance does not
make a claim for such payment within two
years after the death of the insured, pay-
ment may be made to another beneficiary
designated by the insured, in the order of
precedence as designated by the insured, as if
the first beneficiary had predeceased the in-
sured; and

‘(B) if, within four years after the death of
the insured, no claim has been filed by a per-
son designated by the insured as a bene-
ficiary and the Secretary has not received
any notice in writing that any such claim
will be made, payment may (notwith-
standing any other provision of law) be made
to such person as may in the judgment of the
Secretary be equitably entitled thereto.

‘(2) Payment of insurance under paragraph
(1) shall be a bar to recovery by any other
person.”’.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by subsections (a) and (b) shall take ef-
fect on October 1, 2004.

(d) TRANSITION PROVISION.—In the case of a
person insured under subchapter I or II of
chapter 19 of title 38, United States Code,
who dies before the effective date of the
amendments made by subsections (a) and (b),

1831.
1832.

°1833.
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as specified by subsection (c), the two-year
and four-year periods specified in subsection
(£)(1) of section 1917 of title 38, United States
Code, as added by subsection (a), and sub-
section (c¢)(1) of section 1952 of such title, as
added by subsection (b), as applicable, shall
for purposes of the applicable subsection be
treated as being the two-year and four-year
periods, respectively, beginning on the effec-
tive date of such amendments, as so speci-
fied.

SEC. 104. PAYMENT OF BENEFITS ACCRUED AND

UNPAID AT TIME OF DEATH.

(a) REPEAL OF TWO-YEAR LIMITATION ON
PAYMENT.—Section 5121(a) is amended by
striking ‘‘for a period not to exceed two
years’” in the matter preceding paragraph
Q).

(b) PAYMENT RECIPIENTS FOR BENEFICIARIES
UNDER CHAPTER 18.—Such section is further
amended—

(1) by striking ‘“‘and” at the end of para-
graph (4);

(2) by redesignating paragraph (5) as para-
graph (6); and

(3) by inserting after paragraph (4) the fol-
lowing new paragraph (5):

‘“(5) Upon the death of a child claiming
benefits under chapter 18 of this title, to the
surviving parents.”’.

(c) TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS.—Such section
is further amended—

(1) in the matter preceding paragraph (1),
by striking the comma after ‘‘or decisions’’;

(2) by striking the semicolon at the end of
paragraphs (1), (2), (3), and (4), and at the end
of subparagraphs (A) and (B) of paragraph
(2), and inserting a period.

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by subsections (a) and (b) shall apply
with respect to deaths occurring on or after
the date of the enactment of this Act.

TITLE II—BENEFITS FOR FORMER PRIS-
ONERS OF WAR AND FOR FILIPINO VET-
ERANS

Subtitle A—Former Prisoners of War

SEC. 201. PRESUMPTIONS OF SERVICE-CONNEC-

TION RELATING TO DISEASES AND
DISABILITIES OF FORMER PRIS-
ONERS OF WAR.

Subsection (b) of section 1112 is amended to
read as follows:

‘““(b)(1) For the purposes of section 1110 of
this title and subject to the provisions of
section 1113 of this title, in the case of a vet-
eran who is a former prisoner of war—

‘“(A) a disease specified in paragraph (2)
which became manifest to a degree of 10 per-
cent or more after active military, naval, or
air service shall be considered to have been
incurred in or aggravated by such service,
notwithstanding that there is no record of
such disease during the period of service; and

‘(B) if the veteran was detained or in-
terned as a prisoner of war for not less than
thirty days, a disease specified in paragraph
(3) which became manifest to a degree of 10
percent or more after active military, naval,
or air service shall be considered to have
been incurred in or aggravated by such serv-
ice, notwithstanding that there is no record
of such disease during the period of service.

‘“(2) The diseases specified in this para-
graph are the following:

““(A) Psychosis.

“(B) Any of the anxiety states.

“(C) Dysthymic disorder (or depressive
neurosis).

“(D) Organic residuals of frostbite, if the
Secretary determines that the veteran was
detained or interned in climatic conditions
consistent with the occurrence of frostbite.

‘“(E) Post-traumatic osteoarthritis.

‘“(3) The diseases specified in this para-
graph are the following:

‘“(A) Avitaminosis.

‘“(B) Beriberi (including beriberi heart dis-
ease).
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‘(C) Chronic dysentery.

‘(D) Helminthiasis.

‘“(E) Malnutrition (including optic atrophy
associated with malnutrition).

‘“(F') Pellagra.

“(G) Any other nutritional deficiency.

“(H) Cirrhosis of the liver.

‘“(I) Peripheral neuropathy except where
directly related to infectious causes.

“(J) Irritable bowel syndrome.

“(K) Peptic ulcer disease.”.

Subtitle B—Filipino Veterans
SEC. 211. RATE OF PAYMENT OF BENEFITS FOR
CERTAIN FILIPINO VETERANS AND
THEIR SURVIVORS RESIDING IN THE
UNITED STATES.

(a) RATE OF PAYMENT.—Section 107 is
amended—

(1) in the second sentence of subsection (b),
by striking ‘“‘Payments’” and inserting ‘“Ex-
cept as provided in subsection (c), pay-
ments’’; and

(2) in subsection (¢c)—

(A) by inserting ‘‘and subchapter II of
chapter 13 (except section 1312(a)) of this
title” after ‘‘chapter 11 of this title’’;

(B) by striking ‘‘in subsection (a)”’ and in-
serting ‘‘in subsection (a) or (b)’’; and

(C) by striking ‘‘of subsection (a)” and in-
serting ‘‘of the applicable subsection’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by subsection (a) shall apply to bene-
fits paid for months beginning after the date
of the enactment of this Act.
SEC. 212. BURIAL BENEFITS

IPPINE SCOUTS RESIDING IN
UNITED STATES.

(a) BENEFIT ELIGIBILITY.—Section 107, as
amended by section 211 of this Act, is amend-
ed—

(1) in subsection (b)(2)—

(A) by striking ‘‘and”
comma; and

(B) by inserting ‘‘, 23, and 24 (to the extent
provided for in section 2402(8))" after ‘‘(ex-
cept section 1312(a))”’;

(2) in the second sentence of subsection (b),
as so amended, by inserting ‘‘or (d)” after
‘“‘subsection (¢)’’;

(3) in subsection (d)(1), by inserting ‘‘or (b),
as otherwise applicable,” after ‘‘subsection
(a)”’; and

(4) in subsection (d)(2), by inserting ‘‘or
whose service is described in subsection (b)
and who dies after the date of the enactment
of the Veterans Benefits Act of 2003,” after
“November 1, 2000,”.

(b) NATIONAL CEMETERY INTERMENT.—Sec-
tion 2402(8) is amended by striking ‘‘section
107(a)’”’ and inserting ‘‘subsection (a) or (b) of
section 107”.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply with respect
to deaths occurring on or after the date of
the enactment of this Act.

SEC. 213. EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY TO MAIN-

TAIN REGIONAL OFFICE IN THE RE-
PUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES.

Section 315(b) is amended by striking ‘‘De-
cember 31, 2003’ and inserting ‘‘December 31,
2009"".

TITLE III—EDUCATION BENEFITS, EM-
PLOYMENT PROVISIONS, AND RELATED
MATTERS

SEC. 301. EXPANSION OF MONTGOMERY GI BILL

EDUCATION BENEFITS FOR CERTAIN
SELF-EMPLOYMENT TRAINING.

(a) DEFINITION OF TRAINING ESTABLISH-
MENT.—Section 3452(e) is amended by strik-
ing “means any’’ and all that follows and in-
serting ‘“‘means any of the following:

‘(1) An establishment providing apprentice
or other on-job training, including those
under the supervision of a college or univer-
sity or any State department of education.

‘“(2) An establishment providing self-em-
ployment on-job training consisting of full-

FOR NEW PHIL-
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time training for a period of less than six
months that is needed or accepted for pur-
poses of obtaining licensure to engage in a
self-employment occupation or required for
ownership and operation of a franchise that
is the objective of the training.

““(3) A State board of vocational education.

‘“(4) A Federal or State apprenticeship reg-
istration agency.

‘“(6) A joint apprenticeship committee es-
tablished pursuant to the Act of August 16,
1937, popularly known as the ‘National Ap-
prenticeship Act’ (29 U.S.C. 50 et seq.).

‘(6) An agency of the Federal Government
authorized to supervise such training.”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by subsection (a) shall take effect on
the date that is six months after the date of
the enactment of this Act and shall apply to
self-employment on-job training approved
and pursued on or after that date.

SEC. 302. INCREASE IN RATES OF SURVIVORS’

AND DEPENDENTS’ EDUCATIONAL
ASSISTANCE.
(a) SURVIVORS’ AND DEPENDENTS’ EDU-
CATIONAL  ASSISTANCE.—Section 3532 is
amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘at the
monthly rate of”” and all that follows and in-
serting ‘‘at the monthly rate of $788 for full-
time, $592 for three-quarter-time, or $394 for
half-time pursuit.”’; and

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘at the
rate of”’ and all that follows and inserting
“‘at the rate of the lesser of—

‘““(A) the established charges for tuition
and fees that the educational institution in-
volved requires similarly circumstanced non-
veterans enrolled in the same program to
pay; or

‘“(B) $788 per month for a full-time
course.”’;

(2) in subsection (b), by striking *$670”° and
inserting ‘‘$788’; and

(3) in subsection (c¢)(2), by striking ‘‘shall
be’ and all that follows and inserting ‘‘shall
be $636 for full-time, $477 for three-quarter-
time, or $319 for half-time pursuit.”.

(b) CORRESPONDENCE COURSES.—Section
35634(b) is amended by striking “$670°° and in-
serting ‘$788°.

(c) SPECIAL RESTORATIVE TRAINING.—Sec-
tion 3542(a) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘$670”°" and inserting ‘‘$788’;
and

(2) by striking ‘$210”’ each place it appears
and inserting *‘$247".

(d) APPRENTICESHIP TRAINING.—Section
3687(b)(2) is amended by striking ‘‘shall be
$488 for the first six months’ and all that fol-
lows and inserting ‘‘shall be $574 for the first
six months, $429 for the second six months,
$285 for the third six months, and $144 for the
fourth and any succeeding six-month period
of training.”’.

(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall take effect on
July 1, 2004, and shall apply with respect to
educational assistance allowances payable
under chapter 35 and section 3687(b)(2) of
title 38, United States Code, for months be-
ginning on or after that date.

SEC. 303. RESTORATION OF SURVIVORS’ AND DE-
PENDENTS’ EDUCATION BENEFITS
OF INDIVIDUALS BEING ORDERED
TO FULL-TIME NATIONAL GUARD
DUTY.

(a) DELIMITING DATE.—Section 3512(h) is
amended by inserting ‘‘or is involuntarily or-
dered to full-time National Guard duty under
section 502(f) of title 32,” after ‘‘title 10,”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by subsection (a) shall take effect as of
September 11, 2001.
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SEC. 304. ROUNDING DOWN OF CERTAIN COST-
OF-LIVING ADJUSTMENTS ON EDU-
CATIONAL ASSISTANCE.

(a) BASIC EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE UNDER
MONTGOMERY GI BILL.—Section 3015(h) is
amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (1) and (2)
as subparagraphs (A) and (B), respectively;

(2) by inserting ‘(1) after ‘‘(h)’’;

(3) by striking ‘‘(rounded to the nearest
dollar)’’;

(4) in subparagraph (B), as so redesignated,
by striking ‘‘paragraph (1)’ and inserting
‘“‘subparagraph (A)’; and

(5) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘“(2) Any increase under paragraph (1) in a
rate with respect to a fiscal year after fiscal
year 2004 and before fiscal year 2014 shall be
rounded down to the next lower whole dollar
amount. Any such increase with respect to a
fiscal year after fiscal year 2013 shall be
rounded to the mnearest whole dollar
amount.”.

(b) SURVIVORS’
CATIONAL  ASSISTANCE.—Section
amended—

(1) by inserting ‘‘(a)’’ before “With’’;

(2) by striking ‘‘(rounded to the nearest
dollar)’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

‘“(b) Any increase under subsection (a) in a
rate with respect to a fiscal year after fiscal
year 2004 and before fiscal year 2014 shall be
rounded down to the next lower whole dollar
amount. Any such increase with respect to a
fiscal year after fiscal year 2013 shall be
rounded to the nearest whole dollar
amount.”.

SEC. 305. AUTHORIZATION FOR STATE APPROV-
ING AGENCIES TO APPROVE CER-

AND DEPENDENTS’ EDU-
3564  is

TAIN ENTREPRENEURSHIP
COURSES.
(a) APPROVAL OF ENTREPRENEURSHIP

COURSES.—Section 3675 is amended by adding
at the end the following new subsection:

‘““(c)(1) A State approving agency may ap-
prove the entrepreneurship courses offered
by a qualified provider of entrepreneurship
courses.

‘“(2) For purposes of this subsection, the
term ‘entrepreneurship course’ means a non-
degree, non-credit course of business edu-
cation that enables or assists a person to
start or enhance a small business concern (as
defined pursuant to section 3(a) of the Small
Business Act (156 U.S.C. 632(a))).

‘“(3) Subsection (a) and paragraphs (1) and
(2) of subsection (b) shall not apply to—

““(A) an entrepreneurship course offered by
a qualified provider of entrepreneurship
courses; and

‘““(B) a qualified provider of entrepreneur-
ship courses by reason of such provider offer-
ing one or more entrepreneurship courses.”.

(b) BUSINESS OWNERS NOT TREATED AS AL-
READY QUALIFIED.—Section 3471 is amended
by inserting before the last sentence the fol-
lowing: ‘‘“The Secretary shall not treat a per-
son as already qualified for the objective of
a program of education offered by a qualified
provider of entrepreneurship courses solely
because such person is the owner or operator
of a business.”.

() INCLUSION OF ENTREPRENEURSHIP
COURSES IN DEFINITION OF PROGRAM OF EDU-
CATION.—Subsection (b) of section 3452 is
amended by adding at the end the following:
‘““Such term also includes any course, or
combination of courses, offered by a quali-
fied provider of entrepreneurship courses.”’.

(d) INCLUSION OF QUALIFIED PROVIDER OF
ENTREPRENEURSHIP COURSES IN DEFINITION OF
EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION.—Subsection (c¢) of
section 3452 is amended by adding at the end
the following: ‘‘Such term also includes any
qualified provider of entrepreneurship
courses.””.

S15201

(e) DEFINITION OF QUALIFIED PROVIDER OF
ENTREPRENEURSHIP COURSES.—Section 3452 is
further amended by adding at the end the
following new subsection:

‘‘(h) The term ‘qualified provider of entre-
preneurship courses’ means any of the fol-
lowing entities insofar as such entity offers,
sponsors, or cosponsors an entrepreneurship
course (as defined in section 3675(c)(2) of this
title):

‘(1) Any small business development cen-
ter described in section 21 of the Small Busi-
ness Act (15 U.S.C. 648).

‘(2) The National Veterans Business Devel-
opment Corporation (established under sec-
tion 33 of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C.
657¢c)).”.

(f) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to courses
approved by State approving agencies after
the date of the enactment of this Act.

SEC. 306. REPEAL OF PROVISIONS RELATING TO
OBSOLETE EDUCATION LOAN PRO-
GRAM.

(a) TERMINATION OF PROGRAM.—The Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs may not make a
loan under subchapter III of chapter 36 of
title 38, United States Code, after the date of
the enactment of this Act.

(b) DISCHARGE OF LIABILITIES.—Effective as
of the date of the transfer of funds under
subsection (¢)—

(1) any liability on an education loan under
subchapter III of chapter 36 of title 38,
United States Code, that is outstanding as of
such date shall be deemed discharged; and

(2) the right of the United States to re-
cover an overpayment declared under section
3698(e)(1) of such title that is outstanding as
of such date shall be deemed waived.

(¢) TERMINATION OF LOAN FUND.—(1) Effec-
tive as of the day before the date of the re-
peal under this section of subchapter III of
chapter 36 of title 38, United States Code, all
monies in the revolving fund of the Treasury
known as the ‘“‘Department of Veterans Af-
fairs Education Loan Fund” shall be trans-
ferred to the Department of Veterans Affairs
Readjustment Benefits Account, and the re-
volving fund shall be closed.

(2) Any monies transferred to the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs Readjustment Ben-
efits Account under paragraph (1) shall be
merged with amounts in that account and
shall be available for the same purposes, and
subject to the same conditions and limita-
tions, as amounts in that account.

(d) USE OF ENTITLEMENT TO VETERANS EDU-
CATIONAL ASSISTANCE FOR EDUCATION LOAN
PROGRAM.—Section 3462(a) is amended by
striking paragraph (2).

(e) REPEAL OF EDUCATION LOAN PROGRAM.—
Subchapter III of chapter 36 is repealed.

(f) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—(1) Section
3485(e)(1) is amended by striking ‘‘(other
than an education loan under subchapter
I11)”.

(2) Section 3512 is amended by striking sub-
section (f).

(g) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of chapter 36 is
amended by striking the items relating to
subchapter III and sections 3698 and 3699.

(h) EFFECTIVE DATES.—(1) The amendments
made by subsection (d) shall take effect on
the date of the enactment of this Act.

(2) The amendments made by subsections
(e), (f), and (g) shall take effect 90 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act.

SEC. 307. SIX-YEAR EXTENSION OF THE VET-
ERANS’ ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON
EDUCATION.

(a) MEMBERSHIP.—Subsection (a) of section
3692 is amended in the second sentence by in-
serting ‘‘, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable,” after ‘“The committee shall also’’.

(b) EXTENSION.—Subsection (¢) of that sec-
tion is amended by striking ‘‘December 31,
2003’ and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2009°°.
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(c) TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS.—That section
is further amended—

(1) in subsections (a) and (b), by striking
‘“‘chapter 106’ each place it appears and in-
serting ‘‘chapter 1606’’; and

(2) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘chapter
30’ and inserting ‘‘chapters 30°".

SEC. 308. PROCUREMENT PROGRAM FOR SMALL

BUSINESS CONCERNS OWNED AND
CONTROLLED BY SERVICE-DIS-
ABLED VETERANS.

The Small Business Act (156 U.S.C. 631 et
seq.) is amended by redesignating section 36
as section 37 and by inserting after section 35
the following new section:

“SEC. 36. PROCUREMENT PROGRAM FOR SMALL
BUSINESS CONCERNS OWNED AND
CONTROLLED BY SERVICE-DIS-
ABLED VETERANS.

‘“(a) SOLE SOURCE CONTRACTS.—In accord-
ance with this section, a contracting officer
may award a sole source contract to any
small business concern owned and controlled
by service-disabled veterans if—

‘(1) such concern is determined to be a re-
sponsible contractor with respect to per-
formance of such contract opportunity and
the contracting officer does not have a rea-
sonable expectation that 2 or more small
business concerns owned and controlled by
service-disabled veterans will submit offers
for the contracting opportunity;

‘“(2) the anticipated award price of the con-
tract (including options) will not exceed—

““(A) $5,000,000, in the case of a contract op-
portunity assigned a standard industrial
classification code for manufacturing; or

““(B) $3,000,000, in the case of any other con-
tract opportunity; and

““(3) in the estimation of the contracting
officer, the contract award can be made at a
fair and reasonable price.

“(b) RESTRICTED COMPETITION.—In accord-
ance with this section, a contracting officer
may award contracts on the basis of com-
petition restricted to small business con-
cerns owned and controlled by service-dis-
abled veterans if the contracting officer has
a reasonable expectation that not less than 2
small business concerns owned and con-
trolled by service-disabled veterans will sub-
mit offers and that the award can be made at
a fair market price.

“(c) RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER CONTRACTING
PREFERENCES.—A procurement may not be
made from a source on the basis of a pref-
erence provided under subsection (a) or (b) if
the procurement would otherwise be made
from a different source under section 4124 or
4125 of title 18, United States Code, or the
Javits-Wagner-O’'Day Act (41 U.S.C. 46 et
seq.).

‘(d) ENFORCEMENT; PENALTIES.—Rules
similar to the rules of paragraphs (5) and (6)
of section 8(m) shall apply for purposes of
this section.

‘“(e) CONTRACTING OFFICER.—For purposes
of this section, the term ‘contracting officer’
has the meaning given such term in section
27(f)(6) of the Office of Federal Procurement
Policy Act (41 U.S.C. 423(£)(5)).”.

SEC. 309. OUTSTATIONING OF TRANSITION AS-
SISTANCE PROGRAM PERSONNEL.

(a) IN GENERAL.—(1) Chapter 41 is amended
by adding at the end the following new sec-
tion:

“§4113. Outstationing of Transition Assist-

ance Program personnel

‘‘(a) STATIONING OF TAP PERSONNEL AT
OVERSEAS MILITARY INSTALLATIONS.—(1) The
Secretary—
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‘““(A) shall station employees of the Vet-
erans’ Employment and Training Service, or
contractors under subsection (c), at each vet-
erans assistance office described in para-
graph (2); and

‘“(B) may station such employees or con-
tractors at such other military installations
outside the United States as the Secretary,
after consultation with the Secretary of De-
fense, determines to be appropriate or desir-
able to carry out the purposes of this chap-
ter.

‘“(2) Veterans assistance offices referred to
in paragraph (1)(A) are those offices that are
established by the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs on military installations pursuant to
the second sentence of section 7723(a) of this
title.

‘“(b) FuUNCTIONS.—Employees (or contrac-
tors) stationed at military installations pur-
suant to subsection (a) shall provide, in per-
son, counseling, assistance in identifying
employment and training opportunities, help
in obtaining such employment and training,
and other related information and services
to members of the Armed Forces who are
being separated from active duty, and the
spouses of such members, under the Transi-
tion Assistance Program and Disabled Tran-
sition Assistance Program established in sec-
tion 1144 of title 10.

““(c) AUTHORITY TO CONTRACT WITH PRIVATE
ENTITIES.—The Secretary, consistent with
section 1144 of title 10, may enter into con-
tracts with public or private entities to pro-
vide, in person, some or all of the counseling,
assistance, information and services under
the Transition Assistance Program required
under subsection (a).”.

(2) The table of sections at the beginning of
such chapter is amended by adding at the
end the following new item:

¢“4113. Outstationing of Transition Assist-
ance Program personnel.’.

(b) DEADLINE FOR IMPLEMENTATION.—NOoOt
later than 90 days after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary of Labor
shall implement section 4113 of title 38,
United States Code, as added by subsection
(a), and shall have employees of the Vet-
erans’ Employment and Training Service, or
contractors, to carry out that section at the
military installations involved by such date.

(c) ADDITIONAL AMENDMENT.—(1) The sec-
ond sentence of section 7723(a) is amended by
inserting ‘‘and taking into account rec-
ommendations, if any, of the Secretary of
Labor” after ‘‘Secretary of Defense’’

(2) The amendment made by paragraph (1)
shall apply with respect to offices estab-
lished after the date of the enactment of this
Act.

TITLE IV—HOUSING BENEFITS AND
RELATED MATTERS
SEC. 401. AUTHORIZATION TO PROVIDE ADAPTED
HOUSING ASSISTANCE TO CERTAIN
DISABLED MEMBERS OF THE ARMED
FORCES WHO REMAIN ON ACTIVE
DUTY.

Section 2101 is amended by adding at the
end the following new subsection:

‘“(c)(1) The Secretary may provide assist-
ance under subsection (a) to a member of the
Armed Forces serving on active duty who is
suffering from a disability described in para-
graph (1), (2), or (3) of that subsection if such
disability is the result of an injury incurred
or disease contracted in or aggravated in line
of duty in the active military, naval, or air
service. Such assistance shall be provided to
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the same extent as assistance is provided
under that subsection to veterans eligible for
assistance under that subsection and subject
to the requirements of the second sentence
of that subsection.

‘“(2) The Secretary may provide assistance
under subsection (b) to a member of the
Armed Forces serving on active duty who is
suffering from a disability described in sub-
paragraph (A) or (B) of paragraph (1) of that
subsection if such disability is the result of
an injury incurred or disease contracted in
or aggravated in line of duty in the active
military, naval, or air service. Such assist-
ance shall be provided to the same extent as
assistance is provided under that subsection
to veterans eligible for assistance under that
subsection and subject to the requirements
of paragraph (2) of that subsection.”.

SEC. 402. INCREASE IN AMOUNTS FOR CERTAIN
ADAPTIVE BENEFITS FOR DISABLED
VETERANS.

(a) INCREASE IN ASSISTANCE AMOUNT FOR
SPECIALLY ADAPTED HOUSING.—Section 2102
is amended—

(1) in the matter preceding paragraph (1) of
subsection (a), by striking ‘$48,000’ and in-
serting ‘‘$50,000’; and

(2) in subsection (b)(2), by striking ‘‘$9,250°’
and inserting ‘‘$10,000".

(b) INCREASE IN AMOUNT OF ASSISTANCE FOR
AUTOMOBILE AND ADAPTIVE EQUIPMENT FOR
CERTAIN DISABLED VETERANS.—Section
3902(a) is amended by striking $9,000” and
inserting ‘$11,000"".

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by subsections (a) and (b) shall apply
with respect to assistance furnished on or
after the date of the enactment of this Act.
SEC. 403. PERMANENT AUTHORITY FOR HOUSING

LOANS FOR MEMBERS OF THE SE-
LECTED RESERVE.

Section 3702(a)(2)(E) is amended by strik-
ing “For the period” and all that follows
through ‘“‘each’” and inserting ‘‘Each’’.

SEC. 404. REINSTATEMENT OF MINIMUM RE-
QUIREMENTS FOR SALE OF VENDEE
LOANS.

(a) REINSTATEMENT.—Subsection (a) of sec-
tion 3733 is amended by adding at the end the
following new paragraph:

“(7) During the period that begins on the
date of the enactment of the Veterans’ Bene-
fits Act of 2003 and ends on September 30,
2013, the Secretary shall carry out the provi-
sions of this subsection as if—

‘“(A) the references in the first sentence of
paragraph (1) to ‘65 percent’ and ‘may be fi-
nanced’ were references to ‘85 percent’ and
‘shall be financed’, respectively;

‘“(B) the second sentence of paragraph (1)
were repealed; and

‘(C) the reference in paragraph (2) to ‘Sep-
tember 30, 1990, were a reference to ‘Sep-
tember 30, 2013,.”".

(b) STYLISTIC AMENDMENTS.—Such section
is further amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘of this subsection’ after—

(A) “‘paragraph (1)’ in subsections
(@)(D(A), (a)(5), (a)(6), and (¢)(2); and
(B) ‘‘paragraph (5)”’ in subsection

(a)(4)(B)(1); and
(2) by striking ‘‘of this paragraph’ each
place it appears in subsection (a)(4).
SEC. 405. ADJUSTMENT TO HOME LOAN FEES.
Effective January 1, 2004, paragraph (2) of
section 3729(b) is amended to read as follows:
‘“(2) The loan fee table referred to in para-
graph (1) is as follows:
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“LOAN FEE TABLE
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Active
Type of loan duty vet- | Reservist Ot}liel;;)b'
eran g
(A)(@) Initial loan described in section 3710(a) to purchase or construct a dwelling with 0-down, or any other initial loan described

in section 3710(a) other than with 5-down or 10-down (closed before January 1, 2004) ......c.couiuiieininiieeeiieeeeeeeaeeeeeeereeeraeneaeearenes 2.00 2.75 NA
(A)(@i) Initial loan described in section 3710(a) to purchase or construct a dwelling with 0-down, or any other initial loan de-

scribed in section 3710(a) other than with 5-down or 10-down (closed on or after January 1, 2004, and before October 1, 2004) ........ 2.20 2.40 NA
(A)(ii) Initial loan described in section 3710(a) to purchase or construct a dwelling with 0-down, or any other initial loan de-

scribed in section 3710(a) other than with 5-down or 10-down (closed on or after October 1, 2004, and before October 1, 2011) ......... 2.15 2.40 NA
(A)(@iv) Initial loan described in section 3710(a) to purchase or construct a dwelling with 0-down, or any other initial loan de-

scribed in section 3710(a) other than with 5-down or 10-down (closed on or after October 1, 2011) ........ccccoeiiiiiiiiiiiiiinniiiiiinnniii, 1.40 1.65 NA
(B)(i) Subsequent loan described in section 3710(a) to purchase or construct a dwelling with 0-down, or any other subsequent loan

described in section 3710(a) (closed before January 1, 2004) ............oiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 3.00 3.00 NA
(B)(ii) Subsequent loan described in section 3710(a) to purchase or construct a dwelling with 0-down, or any other subsequent

loan described in section 3710(a) (closed on or after January 1, 2004, and before October 1, 2011) ......ccuveuiiriirnirniiniieiieieiereaeaneannas 3.30 3.30 NA
(B)(iii) Subsequent loan described in section 3710(a) to purchase or construct a dwelling with 0-down, or any other subsequent

loan described in section 3710(a) (closed on or after October 1, 2011 and before October 1, 2013) ..............oouiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnniiniiiniiiiiiiin, 2.15 2.15 NA
(B)(iv) Subsequent loan described in section 3710(a) to purchase or construct a dwelling with 0-down, or any other subsequent

loan described in section 3710(a) (closed on or after October 1, 2013) ..........ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 1.25 1.25 NA
(C)(1) Loan described in section 3710(a) to purchase or construct a dwelling with 5-down (closed before October 1, 2011) .................. 1.50 1.75 NA
(C)(ii) Loan described in section 3710(a) to purchase or construct a dwelling with 5-down (closed on or after October 1, 2011) ......... 0.75 1.00 NA
(D)) Initial loan described in section 3710(a) to purchase or construct a dwelling with 10-down (closed before October 1, 2011) ...... 1.25 1.50 NA
(D)(di) Initial loan described in section 3710(a) to purchase or construct a dwelling with 10-down (closed on or after October 1,

D011 ettt e e e e e e oo e e et e et e ettt bt e b e e e e oo e oo e e et e et e et e h e e a b e a b e e e e e e e e e e e e et e et e et e e b et bt e e e e e e e e e eeeeeteeeeaaaatas 0.50 0.75 NA
(E) Interest rate reduction refinancing loan ... 0.50 0.50 NA
(F) Direct 10an UNAET SECTION BTLL ...iiuiiiiiiiiieiii ittt ettt et e et e et ettt e e et e eta e et e et e eaaee s e ta e et e aa e aaaeeaa e et eta e eaneetaeenneesaneennnennennn 1.00 1.00 NA
(G) Manufactured home loan under section 3712 (other than an interest rate reduction refinancing loan) .... 1.00 1.00 NA
(H) Loan to Native American veteran under section 3762 (other than an interest rate reduction refinancing loan) ......................... 1.25 1.25 NA
(I) Loan assumption under section 3714 0.50 0.50 0.50
(J) Loan under SECTION STBB(A) ...evuuuiiiiiiiiii it e e e e e e e et e e 2.25 2.25 2.25".

SEC. 406. ONE-YEAR EXTENSION OF PROCEDURES
ON LIQUIDATION SALES OF DE-
FAULTED HOME LOANS GUARAN-
TEED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS.

Section 3732(c)(11) is amended by striking
“October 1, 2011 and inserting ‘‘October 1,
2012,

TITLE V—BURIAL BENEFITS
SEC. 501. BURIAL PLOT ALLOWANCE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 2303(b) is amend-
ed—

(1) in the matter preceding paragraph (1),
by striking ‘‘a burial allowance under such
section 2302, or under such subsection, who
was discharged from the active military,
naval, or air service for a disability incurred
or aggravated in line of duty, or who is a vet-
eran of any war’” and inserting ‘‘burial in a
national cemetery under section 2402 of this
title”’; and

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘(other
than a veteran whose eligibility for benefits
under this subsection is based on being a vet-
eran of any war)”’ and inserting ‘‘is eligible
for a burial allowance under section 2302 of
this title or under subsection (a) of this sec-
tion, or was discharged from the active mili-
tary, naval, or air service for a disability in-
curred or aggravated in line of duty, and
such veteran’.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 2307
is amended in the last sentence by striking
“and (b)”’ and inserting ‘‘and (b)(2)”’.

SEC. 502. ELIGIBILITY OF SURVIVING SPOUSES
WHO REMARRY FOR BURIAL IN NA-
TIONAL CEMETERIES.

(a) ELIGIBILITY.—Section 2402(5) is amended
by striking ‘‘(which for purposes of this
chapter includes an unremarried surviving
spouse who had a subsequent remarriage
which was terminated by death or divorce)”’

and inserting ‘‘(which for purposes of this
chapter includes a surviving spouse who had
a subsequent remarriage)’’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by subsection (a) shall apply with re-
spect to deaths occurring on or after Janu-
ary 1, 2000.

SEC. 503. PERMANENT AUTHORITY FOR STATE
CEMETERY GRANTS PROGRAM.

(a) PERMANENT AUTHORITY.—Subsection (a)
of section 2408 is amended—

(1) by striking ‘“(1)”’; and

(2) by striking paragraph (2).

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Subsection
(e) of such section is amended by striking
“Sums appropriated under subsection (a) of
this section” and inserting ‘‘Amounts appro-
priated to carry out this section”.

(c) TECHNICAL AMENDMENT TO REPEAL OB-
SOLETE PROVISION.—Subsection (d)(1) of such
section is amended by striking ‘‘on or after
November 21, 1997,”.

TITLE VI—EXPOSURE TO HAZARDOUS

SUBSTANCES
SEC. 601. RADIATION DOSE RECONSTRUCTION
PROGRAM OF DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE.

(a) REVIEW OF MISSION, PROCEDURES, AND
ADMINISTRATION.—(1) The Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs and the Secretary of Defense
shall jointly conduct a review of the mission,
procedures, and administration of the Radi-
ation Dose Reconstruction Program of the
Department of Defense.

(2) In conducting the review under para-
graph (1), the Secretaries shall—

(A) determine whether any additional ac-
tions are required to ensure that the quality
assurance and quality control mechanisms of
the Radiation Dose Reconstruction Program
are adequate and sufficient for purposes of
the program; and

(B) determine the actions that are required
to ensure that the mechanisms of the Radi-
ation Dose Reconstruction Program for com-
munication and interaction with veterans
are adequate and sufficient for purposes of
the program, including mechanisms to per-
mit veterans to review the assumptions uti-
lized in their dose reconstructions.

(3) Not later than 90 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Secretaries
shall jointly submit to Congress a report on
the review under paragraph (1). The report
shall set forth—

(A) the results of the review;

(B) a plan for any actions determined to be
required under paragraph (2); and

(C) such other recommendations for the
improvement of the mission, procedures, and
administration of the Radiation Dose Recon-
struction Program as the Secretaries jointly
consider appropriate.

(b) ON-GOING REVIEW AND OVERSIGHT.—The
Secretaries shall jointly take appropriate ac-
tions to ensure the on-going independent re-
view and oversight of the Radiation Dose Re-
construction Program, including the estab-
lishment of the advisory board required by
subsection (c).

(c) ADVISORY BOARD.—(1) In taking actions
under subsection (b), the Secretaries shall
jointly appoint an advisory board to provide
review and oversight of the Radiation Dose
Reconstruction Program.

(2) The advisory board under paragraph (1)
shall be composed of the following:

(A) At least one expert in historical dose
reconstruction of the type conducted under
the Radiation Dose Reconstruction Program.

(B) At least one expert in radiation health
matters.

(C) At least one expert in risk communica-
tions matters.
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(D) A representative of the Department of
Veterans Affairs.

(E) A representative of the Defense Threat
Reduction Agency.

(F) At least three veterans, including at
least one veteran who is a member of an
atomic veterans group.

(3) The advisory board under paragraph (1)
shall—

(A) conduct periodic, random audits of dose
reconstructions under the Radiation Dose
Reconstruction Program and of decisions by
the Department of Veterans Affairs on
claims for service connection of radiogenic
diseases;

(B) assist the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs and the Defense Threat Reduction
Agency in communicating to veterans infor-
mation on the mission, procedures, and evi-
dentiary requirements of the Radiation Dose
Reconstruction Program; and

(C) carry out such other activities with re-
spect to the review and oversight of the Ra-
diation Dose Reconstruction Program as the
Secretaries shall jointly specify.

(4) The advisory board under paragraph (1)
may make such recommendations on modi-
fications in the mission or procedures of the
Radiation Dose Reconstruction Program as
the advisory board considers appropriate as a
result of the audits conducted under para-
graph (3)(A).

SEC. 602. STUDY ON DISPOSITION OF AIR FORCE
HEALTH STUDY.

(a) STUDY REQUIRED.—The Secretary of
Veterans Affairs shall, in accordance with
this section, carry out a study to determine
the appropriate disposition of the Air Force
Health Study, an epidemiologic study of Air
Force personnel who were responsible for
conducting aerial spray missions of herbi-
cides during the Vietnam era.

(b) STUDY THROUGH NATIONAL ACADEMY OF
SCIENCES.—Not later than 60 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary shall seek to enter into an agreement
with the National Academy of Sciences, or
another appropriate scientific organization,
to carry out the study required by subsection
(a).

(c) ELEMENTS.—Under the study under sub-
section (a), the National Academy of
Sciences, or other appropriate scientific or-
ganization, shall address the following:

(1) The scientific merit of retaining and
maintaining the medical records, other
study data, and laboratory specimens col-
lected in the course of the Air Force Health
Study after the currently-scheduled termi-
nation date of the study in 2006.

(2) Whether or not any obstacles exist to
retaining and maintaining the medical
records, other study data, and laboratory
specimens referred to in paragraph (1), in-
cluding privacy concerns.

(3) The advisability of providing inde-
pendent oversight of the medical records,
other study data, and laboratory specimens
referred to in paragraph (1), and of any fur-
ther study of such records, data, and speci-
mens, and, if so, the mechanism for pro-
viding such oversight.

(4) The advisability of extending the Air
Force Health Study, including the potential
value and relevance of extending the study,
the potential cost of extending the study,
and the Federal or non-Federal entity best
suited to continue the study if extended.

(5) The advisability of making the labora-
tory specimens of the Air Force Health
Study available for independent research, in-
cluding the potential value and relevance of
such research, and the potential cost of such
research.

(d) REPORT.—Not later than 120 days after
entering into an agreement under subsection
(b), the National Academy of Sciences, or
other appropriate scientific organization,
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shall submit to the Secretary and Congress a
report on the results of the study under sub-
section (a). The report shall include the re-
sults of the study, including the matters ad-
dressed under subsection (c), and such other
recommendations as the Academy, or other
appropriate scientific organization, con-
siders appropriate as a result of the study.
SEC. 603. FUNDING OF MEDICAL FOLLOW-UP
AGENCY OF INSTITUTE OF MEDI-
CINE OF NATIONAL ACADEMY OF
SCIENCES FOR EPIDEMIOLOGICAL
RESEARCH ON MEMBERS OF THE
ARMED FORCES AND VETERANS.

(a) FUNDING.—(1) The Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs and the Secretary of Defense
shall each make available to the National
Academy of Sciences in each of fiscal years
2004 through 2013 the amount of $250,000 for
the Medical Follow-Up Agency of the Insti-
tute of Medicine of the Academy for purposes
of epidemiological research on members of
the Armed Forces and veterans.

(2) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall
make available amounts under paragraph (1)
for a fiscal year from amounts available for
the Department of Veterans Affairs for that
fiscal year.

(3) The Secretary of Defense shall make
available amounts under paragraph (1) for a
fiscal year from amounts available for the
Department of Defense for that fiscal year.

(b) USE OoF FUNDS.—The Medical Follow-Up
Agency shall use funds made available under
subsection (a) for epidemiological research
on members of the Armed Forces and vet-
erans.

(c) SUPPLEMENT NOT SUPPLANT.—Amounts
made available to the Medical Follow-Up
Agency under this section for a fiscal year
for the purposes referred to in subsection (b)
are in addition to any other amount made
available to the Agency for that fiscal year
for those purposes.

TITLE VII—OTHER MATTERS
SEC. 701. TIME LIMITATIONS ON RECEIPT OF
CLAIM INFORMATION PURSUANT TO
REQUESTS OF DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS.

(a) INFORMATION TO COMPLETE CLAIMS AP-
PLICATIONS.—Section 5102 is amended by add-
ing at the end the following new subsection:

‘“(c) TIME LIMITATION.—(1) If information
that a claimant and the claimant’s rep-
resentative, if any, are notified under sub-
section (b) is necessary to complete an appli-
cation is not received by the Secretary with-
in one year from the date such notice is sent,
no benefit may be paid or furnished by rea-
son of the claimant’s application.

‘“(2) This subsection shall not apply to any
application or claim for Government life in-
surance benefits.”.

(b) CONSTRUCTION OF LIMITATION ON INFOR-
MATION TO SUBSTANTIATE CLAIMS.—Section
5103(b) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘if such”
and all that follows through ‘‘application”
and inserting ‘‘such information or evidence
must be received by the Secretary within
one year from the date such notice is sent”’;
and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘“(3) Nothing in paragraph (1) shall be con-
strued to prohibit the Secretary from mak-
ing a decision on a claim before the expira-
tion of the period referred to in that sub-
section.”.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall take effect as if
enacted on November 9, 2000, immediately
after the enactment of the Veterans Claims
Assistance Act of 2000 (Public Law 106-475;
114 Stat. 2096).

(d) PROCEDURES FOR READJUDICATION OF
CERTAIN CLAIMS.—(1) The Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall readjudicate a claim of a
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qualified claimant if the request for such re-

adjudication is received not later than the

end of the one-year period that begins on the
date of the enactment of this Act.

(2) For purposes of this subsection, a
claimant is qualified within the meaning of
paragraph (1) if the claimant—

(A) received notice under section 5103(a) of
title 38, United States Code, requesting in-
formation or evidence to substantiate a
claim;

(B) did not submit such information or evi-
dence within a year after the date such no-
tice was sent;

(C) did not file a timely appeal to the
Board of Veterans’ Appeals or the United
States Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims;
and

(D) submits such information or evidence
during the one-year period referred to in
paragraph (1).

(3) If the decision of the Secretary on a re-
adjudication under this subsection is in favor
of the qualified claimant, the award of the
grant shall take effect as if the prior deci-
sion by the Secretary on the claim had not
been made.

(4) Nothing in this subsection shall be con-
strued to establish a duty on the part of the
Secretary to identify or readjudicate any
claim that—

(A) is not submitted during the one-year
period referred to in paragraph (1); or

(B) has been the subject of a timely appeal
to the Board of Veterans’ Appeals or the
United States Court of Appeals for Veterans
Claims.

(e) CONSTRUCTION ON PROVIDING RE-
NOTIFICATION.—Nothing in this section, or
the amendments made by this section, shall
be construed to require the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs—

(1) to provide notice under section 5103(a)
of such title with respect to a claim insofar
as the Secretary has previously provided
such notice; or

(2) to provide for a special notice with re-
spect to this section and the amendments
made by this section.

SEC. 702. CLARIFICATION OF APPLICABILITY OF
PROHIBITION ON ASSIGNMENT OF
VETERANS BENEFITS TO AGREE-
MENTS REQUIRING PAYMENT OF FU-
TURE RECEIPT OF BENEFITS.

Section 5301(a) is amended—

(1) by inserting ‘‘(1)”’ after ‘“(a)’’;

(2) by designating the last sentence as
paragraph (2); and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

““(3)(A) This paragraph is intended to clar-
ify that, in any case where a beneficiary en-
titled to compensation, pension, or depend-
ency and indemnity compensation enters
into an agreement with another person
under which agreement such other person ac-
quires for consideration the right to receive
such benefit by payment of such compensa-
tion, pension, or dependency and indemnity
compensation, as the case may be, except as
provided in subparagraph (B), and including
deposit into a joint account from which such
other person may make withdrawals, or oth-
erwise, such agreement shall be deemed to be
an assignment and is prohibited.

‘“(B) Notwithstanding subparagraph (A),
nothing in this paragraph is intended to pro-
hibit a loan involving a beneficiary under
the terms of which the beneficiary may use
the benefit to repay such other person as
long as each of the periodic payments made
to repay such other person is separately and
voluntarily executed by the beneficiary or is
made by preauthorized electronic funds
transfer pursuant to the Electronic Funds
Transfers Act (15 U.S.C. 1693 et seq.).

“(C) Any agreement or arrangement for
collateral for security for an agreement that
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is prohibited under subparagraph (A) is also

prohibited and is void from its inception.”.

SEC. 703. SIX-YEAR EXTENSION OF ADVISORY
COMMITTEE ON MINORITY VET-
ERANS.

Section 544(e) is amended by striking ‘‘De-
cember 31, 2003’ and inserting ‘‘December 31,
2009"".

SEC. 704. TEMPORARY AUTHORITY FOR PER-
FORMANCE OF MEDICAL DISABIL-
ITIES EXAMINATIONS BY CONTRACT
PHYSICIANS.

(a) AUTHORITY.—Using appropriated funds,
other than funds available for compensation
and pension, the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs may provide for the conduct of exami-
nations with respect to the medical disabil-
ities of applicants for benefits under laws ad-
ministered by the Secretary by persons other
than Department of Veterans Affairs em-
ployees. The authority under this section is
in addition to the authority provided in sec-
tion 504(b) of the Veterans’ Benefits Improve-
ment Act of 1996 (Public Law 104-275; 38
U.S.C. 5101 note).

(b) PERFORMANCE BY CONTRACT.—Examina-
tions under the authority provided in sub-
section (a) shall be conducted pursuant to
contracts entered into and administered by
the Under Secretary for Benefits.

(c) EXPIRATION.—The authority in sub-
section (a) shall expire on December 31, 2009.
No examination may be carried out under
the authority provided in that subsection
after that date.

(d) REPORT.—Not later than four years
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall submit to Congress a re-
port on the use of the authority provided in
subsection (a). The Secretary shall include
in the report an assessment of the effect of
examinations under that authority on the
cost, timeliness, and thoroughness of exami-
nations with respect to the medical disabil-
ities of applicants for benefits under laws ad-
ministered by the Secretary.

SEC. 705. FORFEITURE OF BENEFITS FOR SUB-
VERSIVE ACTIVITIES.

(a) ADDITION OF CERTAIN OFFENSES.—Para-
graph (2) of section 6105(b) is amended—

(1) by inserting ‘175, 229, after ‘‘sections’’;
and

(2) by inserting ‘831, 1091, 2332a, 2332b,”’
after ¢798,”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by subsection (a) shall apply to claims
filed after the date of the enactment of this
Act.

SEC. 706. TWO-YEAR EXTENSION OF ROUND-
DOWN REQUIREMENT FOR COM-
PENSATION COST-OF-LIVING AD-
JUSTMENTS.

Sections 1104(a) and 1303(a) are each
amended by striking ‘2011”7 and inserting
£2013”.

SEC. 707. CODIFICATION OF REQUIREMENT FOR
EXPEDITIOUS TREATMENT OF
CASES ON REMAND.

(a) CASES REMANDED BY BOARD OF VET-
ERANS’ APPEALS.—(1) Chapter 51 is amended
by adding at the end of subchapter I the fol-
lowing new section:

“§5109B. Expedited treatment of remanded

claims

“The Secretary shall take such actions as
may be necessary to provide for the expedi-
tious treatment by the appropriate regional
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office of the Veterans Benefits Administra-
tion of any claim that is remanded to a re-
gional office of the Veterans Benefits Admin-
istration by the Board of Veterans’ Ap-
peals.”.

(2) The table of sections at the beginning of
such chapter is amended by inserting after
the item relating to section 5109A the fol-
lowing new item:

‘6109B. Expedited treatment of remanded
claims.”.

(b) CASES REMANDED BY COURT OF APPEALS
FOR VETERANS CLAIMS.—(1) Chapter 71 is
amended by adding at the end the following
new section:

“§7112. Expedited treatment of remanded
claims

““The Secretary shall take such actions as
may be necessary to provide for the expedi-
tious treatment by the Board of any claim
that is remanded to the Secretary by the
Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims.”’.

(2) The table of sections at the beginning of
such chapter is amended by adding at the
end the following new item:

“7112. Expedited treatment of remanded
claims.”.

(¢c) REPEAL OF SOURCE SECTION.—Section
302 of the Veterans’ Benefits Improvement
Act of 1994 (Public Law 103-446; 108 Stat. 4658;
38 U.S.C. 5101 note) is repealed.

SEC. 708. TECHNICAL AND CLERICAL AMEND-
MENTS.

(a) MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS.—(1) Sec-
tion 103(d) is amended—

(A) in paragraph (4)—

(i) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A), by striking ‘‘this subsection’ and insert-
ing ‘“‘paragraph (2)(A) or (3)’; and

(ii) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘para-
graph (2)” and inserting ‘‘paragraph (2)(A)’’;
and

(B) in paragraph (b), by striking ‘‘Para-
graphs (2)” and inserting ‘‘Paragraphs
2)(A)”.

(2) Section 1729A is amended—

(A) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘after
June 30, 1997, in the matter preceding para-
graph (1);

(B) in subsection (c¢), by striking paragraph
(3);

(C) by striking subsection (e); and

(D) by redesignating subsection (f) as sub-
section (e).

(3) Section 1804(c)(2) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘subsection’” and inserting ‘‘section’.

(4) Section 1974(a)(5) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘Secretary of Transportation” and in-
serting ‘‘Secretary of Homeland Security’’.

(b) AMENDMENTS RELATING TO THE JOBS FOR
VETERANS AcT.—(1)(A) Subsection
(¢)(2)(B)(ii) of section 4102A is amended by
striking ‘““‘October 1, 2002’ and inserting ‘‘Oc-
tober 1, 2003”".

(B) The amendment made by subparagraph
(A) shall take effect as if included in the en-
actment of section 4(a) of the Jobs for Vet-
erans Act (Public Law 107-288; 116 Stat. 2038).

(2) Subsection (f)(1) of section 4102A is
amended by striking ‘6 months after the
date of the enactment of this section,” and
inserting ‘“May 7, 2003,”".

(¢c) AMENDMENTS RELATING TO THE ESTAB-
LISHMENT OF SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRA-
TION AS AN INDEPENDENT AGENCY.—(1) Sec-
tion 1322 is amended—

¢ 9902.52.08 | Woven fabrics of cotton, all the foregoing certified by the importer as suit-
able for use in making men’s and boys’ shirts and as imported by or for the
benefit of a manufacturer of men’s and boys’ shirts, subject to the quantity
limitations contained in general note 18 of this subchapter (provided for in
section 204(b)(3)(B)(1)(III) of the Andean Trade Preference Act (19 U.S.C.

3203)).
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(A) in subsection (a), by striking ‘Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services’” and
all that follows through the period and in-
serting ‘“‘Commissioner of Social Security,
and shall be certified by the Commissioner
to the Secretary upon request of the Sec-
retary.”’; and

(B) in subsection (b)—

(i) by striking ‘‘Secretary of Health and
Human Services” in the first sentence and
inserting ‘‘Commissioner of Social Secu-
rity’’;

(ii) by striking ‘‘the two Secretaries’” and
inserting ‘‘the Secretary and the Commis-
sioner’’; and

(iii) by striking ‘“‘Secretary of Health and
Human Services” in the second sentence and
inserting ‘‘Commissioner’’.

(2) Section 5101(a) is amended by striking
“Secretary of Health and Human Services”
and inserting ‘‘Commissioner of Social Secu-
rity”’.

(3) Section 5317 is amended by striking
“Secretary of Health and Human Services”
in subsections (a), (b), and (g) and inserting
“Commissioner of Social Security”’.

(4)(A) Section 5318 is amended—

(i) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services’ and in-
serting ‘‘Social Security Administration’’;
and

(ii) in subsection (b)—

(I) by striking ‘‘Department of Health and
Human Services’” and inserting ‘‘Social Se-
curity Administration’’;

(IT) by striking ‘‘Secretary of Health and
Human Services’ the first place it appears
and inserting ‘‘Commissioner of Social Secu-
rity’”’;

(IIT) by striking ‘‘Secretary of Health and
Human Services’ the second place it appears
and inserting ‘“‘Commissioner’’; and

(IV) by striking ‘‘such Secretaries’ and in-
serting ‘‘the Secretary and the Commis-
sioner”.

(B)i) The heading of such section
amended to read as follows:

is

“§5318. Review of Social Security Administra-
tion death information”.

(ii) The item relating to that section in the
table of sections at the beginning at chapter
53 is amended to read as follows:

¢“56318. Review of Social Security Administra-
tion death information.”.

SA 2206. Mr. SPECTER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 671, to amend the
Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the
United States to modify temporarily
certain rates of duty, to make other
technical amendments to the trade
laws, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

On page 137, between lines 3 and 4, insert
the following:

SEC. 1421. TEMPORARY DUTY REDUCTIONS FOR
CERTAIN COTTON SHIRTING FAB-
RIC.
(a) CERTAIN COTTON SHIRTING FABRICS.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter II of chapter
99 is amended by inserting in numerical se-
quence the following new headings:

Free No No On or be-
change change fore 12/31/
2005
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9902.52.09
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Woven fabrics of cotton, all the foregoing certified by the importer as con-

taining 100 percent pima cotton grown in the United States, as suitable for
use in making men’s and boys’ shirts, and as imported by or for the benefit
of a manufacturer of men’s and boys’ shirts (provided for in section
204(b)(3)(B)(1)(III) of the Andean Trade Preference Act (19 U.S.C. 3203)).

(2) DEFINITIONS AND LIMITATION ON QUAN-
TITY OF IMPORTS.—The U.S. Notes to chapter
99 are amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

““17. For purposes of subheadings 9902.52.08
and 9902.52.09, the term ‘making’ means cut-
ting and sewing in the United States, and the
term ‘manufacturer’ means a person or enti-
ty that cuts and sews in the United States.

¢“18. The aggregate quantity of cotton fab-
rics entered under subheading 9902.52.08 from
January 1 to December 31 of each year, in-
clusive, by or on behalf of each manufacturer
of men’s and boys’ shirts shall be limited to
85 percent of the total square meter equiva-
lents of all imported cotton woven fabric
used by such manufacturer in cutting and
sewing men’s and boys’ cotton shirts in the
United States and purchased by such manu-
facturer during calendar year 2000.”".

(b) DETERMINATION OF  TARIFF-RATE
QUOTAS.—

(1) AUTHORITY TO ISSUE LICENSES AND LI-
CENSE USE.—To implement the limitation on
the quantity of imports of cotton woven fab-
rics under subheading 9902.52.08 of the Har-
monized Tariff Schedule of the United
States, as required by U.S. Note 18 to sub-
chapter II of chapter 99 of such Schedule, for
the entry, or withdrawal from warehouse for
consumption, the Secretary of Commerce
shall issue licenses designating eligible man-
ufacturers and the annual quantity restric-
tions under each such license. A licensee
may assign the authority (in whole or in
part) to import fabric under subheading
9902.52.08 of such Schedule.

(2) LICENSES UNDER U.S. NOTE 18.—For pur-
poses of U.S. Note 18 to subchapter II of
chapter 99 of the Harmonized Tariff Schedule
of the United States, as added by subsection
(a)(2), a license shall be issued within 60 days
of an application containing a notarized affi-
davit from an officer of the manufacturer
that the manufacturer is eligible to receive a
license and stating the quantity of imported
cotton woven fabric purchased during cal-
endar year 2000 for use in the cutting and
sewing men’s and boys’ shirts in the United
States.

(3) AFFIDAVITS.—For purposes of an affi-
davit described in this subsection, the date
of purchase shall be—

(A) the invoice date if the manufacturer is
not the importer of record; and

(B) the date of entry if the manufacturer is
the importer of record.

On page 263, between lines 11 and 12, insert
the following:

SEC. 2007. COTTON TRUST FUND.

(a) IN GENERAL.—There is established in
the Treasury of the United States a trust
fund to be known as the ‘“Pima Cotton Trust
Fund”’, consisting of $32,000,000 transferred to
the Pima Cotton Trust Fund from funds in
the general fund of the Treasury.

(b) GRANTS.—

(1) GENERAL PURPOSE.—From amounts in
the Pima Cotton Trust Fund, the Secretary
of Commerce is authorized to provide grants
to spinners of United States grown pima cot-
ton, manufacturers of men’s and boys’ cot-
ton shirting, and a nationally recognized as-
sociation that promotes the use of pima cot-
ton grown in the United States, to assist
such spinners and manufacturers in maxi-
mizing United States employment in the
production of textile or apparel products and
to increase the promotion of the use of
United States grown pima cotton respec-
tively.

(2) TIMING FOR GRANT AWARDS.—The Sec-
retary of the Treasury shall, not later than
90 days after the date of enactment of this
section, establish guidelines for the applica-
tion and awarding of the grants described in
paragraph (1), and shall award such grants to
qualified applicants not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this section.
Each grant awarded under this section shall
be distributed to the qualified applicant in 2
equal annual installments.

(3) DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS.—Of the
amounts in the Pima Cotton Trust Fund—

(A) $8,000,000 shall be made available to a
nationally recognized association estab-
lished for the promotion of pima cotton
grown in the United States for the use in
textile and apparel goods;

(B) $8,000,000 shall be made available to
yarn spinners of pima cotton grown in the
United States, and shall be allocated to each
spinner based on the percentage of the spin-
ner’s production of ring spun cotton yarns,
measuring less than 83.33 decitex (exceeding
120 metric number), from pima cotton grown
in the United States in single and plied form
during calendar year 2002 (as evidenced by an
affidavit provided by the spinner), compared
to the production of such yarns for all spin-
ners who qualify under this subparagraph;
and

(C) $16,000,000 shall be made available to
manufacturers who cut and sew cotton shirts
in the United States and that certify that
they used imported cotton fabric during the
period January 1, 1998, through July 1, 2003,
and shall be allocated to each manufacturer
on the bases of the dollar value (excluding
duty, shipping, and related costs) of im-
ported woven cotton shirting fabric of 80s or
higher count and 2-ply in warp purchased by
the manufacturer during calendar year 2002
(as evidenced by an affidavit from the manu-
facturer) used in the manufacturing of men’s
and boys’ cotton shirts, compared to the dol-
lar value (excluding duty, shipping, and re-
lated costs) of such fabric for all manufac-
turers who qualify under this subparagraph.

(4) AFFIDAVIT OF SHIRTING MANUFACTUR-
ERS.—For purposes of paragraph (3)(D), an of-
ficer of the manufacturer of men’s and boys’
shirts shall provide a notarized affidavit af-
firming—

(A) that the manufacturer used imported
cotton fabric during the period January 1,
1998, through July 1, 2003, to cut and sew
men’s and boys’ woven cotton shirts in the
United States;

(B) the dollar value of imported woven cot-
ton shirting fabric of 80s or higher count and
2-ply in warp purchased during calendar year
2002;

(C) that the manufacturer maintains in-
voices along with other supporting docu-
mentation (such as price lists and other
technical descriptions of the fabric qualities)
showing the dollar value of such fabric pur-
chased, the date of purchase, and evidencing
the fabric as woven cotton fabric of 80s or
higher count and 2-ply in warp; and

(D) that the fabric was suitable for use in
the manufacturing of men’s and boys’ cotton
shirts.

(5) DATE OF PURCHASE.—For purposes of the
affidavit required by paragraph (4), the date
of purchase shall be the invoice date, and the
dollar value shall be determined excluding
duty, shipping, and related costs.

(6) AFFIDAVIT OF YARN SPINNERS.—For pur-
poses of paragraph (3)(B), an officer of a com-
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pany that produces ringspun yarns shall pro-
vide a notarized affidavit affirming—

(A) that the manufacturer used pima cot-
ton grown in the United States during the
period January 1, 2002, through December 31,
2002, to produce ring spun cotton yarns,
measuring less than 83.33 decitex (exceeding
120 metric number), in single and plied form
during 2002;

(B) the quantity, measured in pounds, of
ring spun cotton yarns, measuring less than
83.33 decitex (exceeding 120 metric number),
in single and plied form during calendar year
2002; and

(C) that the manufacturer maintains sup-
porting documentation showing the quantity
of such yarns produced, and evidencing the
yarns as ring spun cotton yarns, measuring
less than 83.33 decitex (exceeding 120 metric
number), in single and plied form during cal-
endar year 2002.

(7) No APPEAL.—Any grant awarded by the
Secretary under this section shall be final
and not subject to appeal or protest.

(c) AUTHORIZATION.—There are authorized
to be appropriated, and are appropriated out
of the amounts in the general fund of the
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, such
sums as are necessary to carry out the provi-
sions of this section, including funds nec-
essary for the administration and oversight
of the grants provided for in this section.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, November 19,
2003, at 9 a.m., in open and possibly
closed session, to receive testimony on
current Army issues.

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, November 19,
2003, at 2:30 p.m., in executive session
to discuss pending military nomina-
tions.

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to
meet in open Executive Session during
the session on Wednesday, November
19, 2003; to consider nomination of Ar-
nold I. Havens, to be General Counsel
for the Department of the Treasury.

COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Governmental Affairs be au-
thorized to meet on Wednesday, No-
vember 19, 2003, at 9:30 a.m., for a hear-
ing titled ‘‘Agroterrorism: The Threat
to America’s Breadbasket.”

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,

AND PENSIONS

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
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